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Executive Summary 

 

 

As the 2015 target date for the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) approaches, deliberations and 

negotiations are intensifying on what the successor framework – the post-2015 development agenda – 

should be. At the same time, governments agreed to establish Sustainable Development Goals as an 

outcome of the Rio+20 conference in 2012. There is broad consensus that the post-2015 framework and 

the Sustainable Development Goals should be one and the same, and should include goals, targets and 

indicators, as is the case with the MDGs. But the architecture that frames the post-2015 agenda looks set 

to differ from the MDGs in some significant ways. The framework will likely be universal, applying to all 

countries, not just developing ones. It appears likely that countries will have greater space to determine 

their own sustainable development targets and the corresponding indicators by which they measure 

progress. The range of issues prioritised in the global framework will be broader and in many ways more 

complex than the issues captured by the MDGs. And to better understand how progress is distributed 

within society, progress against the post-2015 goals will be measured in a disaggregated way. A “data 

revolution” has been called for to support the post-2015 framework and to enable governments and 

policy-makers to better track development progress and equip people with the information they need to 

demand more from their governments. 

 

Against this backdrop, the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) and The North-South Institute (NSI), in 

association with the Southern Voice on Post-MDG International Development Goals (Southern Voice), 

are leading an initiative titled “Post-2015 Data Test: Unpacking the Data Revolution at the Country Level.” 

The initiative brings together research institutions from the South to examine how the universal post-2015 

framework can be applied across a variety of country contexts and, in particular, how progress will and 

can be measured at country level. Six countries – Bangladesh, Canada, Peru, Senegal, Tanzania and 

Turkey – have been selected for the study representing a range of low-, middle- and high-income 

countries. The initiative will make a valuable contribution to post-2015 and data revolution discussions by 

“road-testing” the post-2015 framework before it is agreed inter-governmentally and identifying key data 

gaps in measuring development progress. In doing so, it will assess the adequacy of data available for 

measuring post-2015 progress at the country level, seeking to inform debates and decisions on the 

architecture and priorities of the “data revolution.” The initiative will also bring research and analysis by 

Southern actors to high-level international discussions. While considerable attempts have been made to 

reach out to and consult with people at the country level, analytical inputs informing the post-2015 

deliberations are still overwhelmingly driven by think tanks, academics and analysts from the North.   

 

Complementing this initiative, the Partnership for African Social and Governance Research (PASGR) has 

launched a sister initiative that will include two additional country case studies in Africa – Ghana and 

Sierra Leone – using the same methodology. 

 

The key dimensions of the initiative are outlined below. 

 

http://cpd.org.bd/
http://www.nsi-ins.ca/
http://southernvoice-postmdg.org/
http://www.post2015datatest.com/
http://www.pasgr.org/
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Overview: Post-2015 Data Test 

Rationale Objectives Research Questions Outputs Outreach 

 
There is a need to: 
 

¶ ñRoad-testò the 
proposed 
universal, country-
determined 
framework. 
 

¶ Understand key 
gaps in data 
availability and 
accessibility for 
measuring 
development 
progress in an 
expanded post-
2015 framework.  
 

¶ Harness analytical 
inputs from the 
South in post-2015 
deliberations and 
negotiations.  

 

 
The objectives of the initiative are to: 
 

¶ Identify opportunities and 
challenges that may arise from the 
implementation of a universal, 
country-relevant post-2015 
framework, specifically those 
relating to measurement 
components. 
 

¶ Examine the feasibility and 
relevance of select candidate 
“global minimum standard” targets.  
 

¶ Assess the adequacy of data, 
including disaggregated data, for 
measuring post-2015 progress at 
the country level to inform 
discussions on the architecture and 
priorities of the “data revolution.”  
 

¶ Identify key opportunities and 
challenges at the country level to 
improve the quality, accessibility 
and transparency of data, including 
the role of technology therein. 

 

¶ Enhance the capacity of Southern 
think tanks to contribute to the 
global policy processes shaping the 
post-2015 agenda, while also 
ensuring that global-level decision 
making, particularly on the “data 
revolution,” is informed by country-
level realities.  

 
The proposed research questions 
are: 
 

¶ What is the adequacy of data, 
including disaggregated data, 
for measuring post-2015 
progress across a select set of 
goals at the country level?   
 

¶ How feasible and relevant are 
select candidate “zero” or 
“global minimum standard” 
targets in different country 
contexts?  
 

¶ What are some of the likely 
challenges of implementing a 
universal but country-relevant 
post-2015 framework of goals, 
targets and indicators?   
 

¶ Where improvements in data 
quality, accessibility and 
transparency have been made, 
what have been the drivers?  

 

¶ How could technology-enabled 
and non-traditional modes of 
data collection support 
measurement of the post-2015 
agenda? 
 

¶ What expectations do different 
stakeholders have for a “data 
revolution”? What are likely 
opportunities and constraints?  

 
The proposed outputs 
are: 
 

¶ Methodology and 
implementation 
guide 
 

¶ Country reports 
 

¶ Summary briefs 
 

¶ Flagship synthesis 
report 
 

¶ Online hub 
 

¶ Data visualisations 
 

¶ Dissemination and 
launch events in 
countries covered 
by the initiative 
and other selected 
cities 
 

¶ Op-eds and blogs  
 

 

 
Policy processes and events 
to target may include: 
 

¶ Open Working Group on 
Sustainable 
Development Goals  
 

¶ Dialogue on Data and 
Accountability for the 
Post-2015 Development 
Agenda (January 2014) 
 

¶ Dialogues on 
Implementation of the 
Post-2015 Development 
Agenda (launched April 
2014) 

 

¶ First High-Level Meeting 
of the Global 
Partnership for Effective 
Development Co-
operation (April 2014) 

 

¶ UN Development 
Cooperation Forum (July 
2014) 

 

¶ UN General Assembly 
debate (September 
2014) 
 

¶ Report of the UN 
Secretary-General 
(December 2014) 

http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/owg.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/owg.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/owg.html
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/Data-Accountability2015
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/Data-Accountability2015
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/Data-Accountability2015
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/Data-Accountability2015
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/sitemap
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/sitemap
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/sitemap
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/sitemap
http://effectivecooperation.org/hlm2014/
http://effectivecooperation.org/hlm2014/
http://effectivecooperation.org/hlm2014/
http://effectivecooperation.org/hlm2014/
http://effectivecooperation.org/hlm2014/
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/2014dcf.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/2014dcf.shtml
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Introduction 
 

 

1. Introducing the Guide 

 

This methodology and implementation guide was developed by the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) and 

The North-South Institute (NSI) for the Post-2015 Data Test initiative in consultation with statistical, 

research and policy experts from statistical authorities, think tanks, United Nations (UN) agencies, 

universities, diplomatic missions and philanthropic foundations from around the world. It serves as the 

main resource guiding the implementation of the initiative by the eight participating country teams. The 

guide has been made publicly available. Researchers interested in examining data constraints to 

measuring progress on the post-2015 development agenda are encouraged to make use of the outlined 

methodology.  

 

The guide is structured around three main sections. The first provides background and context as well as 

an overview of the overall initiative. The second describes the genesis of the initiative, including how 

countries and potential goal areas were selected. The final section, which makes up the bulk of the guide, 

provides details on the methodology for the country-level studies.   
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Context and Background 
 

 

2. A Goal-Based, Universal and Country-Relevant Framework 

 

For nearly 15 years, the international community’s development efforts have been guided by a goal-

based framework – the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Goal-based frameworks can have a 

number of objectives and serve a number of purposes, such as advocacy, measuring progress at country 

level, global monitoring, promoting accountability and providing policy focus.  

 

The MDGs have been hailed a success for uniting the international community around a global agenda 

for development, their appeal not only in the compelling vision for international development that they 

provide, but also their set of quantitative benchmarks against which development progress can be 

measured. The MDGs have not been without criticism, however. A key critique is that they have not been 

adequately embedded into national policy processes. It is not clear how the MDGs – global goals and 

targets – should be integrated into country-level plans and priorities.
1
 As a result, country ownership has 

been lacking and in many countries the MDGs have been perceived as a largely donor-driven agenda. 

The inadequacy of the data and information available to assess progress against the MDGs has also 

been identified as a limitation. This has undermined the transparency and accountability of the MDGs 

process. While the MDGs have spurred global efforts and investments in improving national statistics, 

data availability and statistical capacity in many countries remain weak.    

 

As the 2015 target date for the MDGs approaches, there has been a proliferation of discussions, reports 

and conferences on what should come next. Informed by a range of inputs,
2
 the UN Secretary-General 

published his report for the 68th UN General Assembly, A Life of Dignity for All: Accelerating Progress 

Towards the Millennium Development Goals and Advancing the United Nations Development Agenda 

Beyond 2015 (UNSG 2013), in July 2013. In September, the General Assembly gathered for a special 

event to review progress made towards the MDGs and chart the way forward.   

 

In his report, the Secretary-General notes a common recommendation across proposals for the post-2015 

agenda: to maintain the MDGs architecture of goals, targets and indicators to prioritise and track progress 

on eradicating extreme poverty and supporting sustainable development in the decades beyond 2015. 

The MDGs experience has demonstrated the power of global goals to mobilise common action if they are 

limited in number, easy to communicate, measurable and adaptable to both global and local settings 

(UNSG 2013, 17). 

 

But the architecture that looks set to frame the post-2015 agenda will likely differ from the MDGs in some 

significant ways, particularly in terms of its substance, application and how progress will be measured.  

While the issues that were prioritised in the MDGs, such as poverty, health and gender equality, will likely 

remain priorities, issues such as environmental sustainability, employment, governance and security look 

set to be much more prominent. This not only reflects expert assessment of what the world’s most 

                                                           
1
  Initiatives such as the MDG Acceleration Framework have sought to address this. 

2
 Inputs included those by the High Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda (HLP 2013), 

intergovernmental Open Working Group (OWG) on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (UN 2013a) and Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network (SDSN) (SDSN 2013), as well as the UN Development Group consultations (UN 2013b), UN Global 
Compact (UN Global Compact 2013) and the work of various UN regional commissions (UN 2013c). 
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pressing challenges are today and will likely be in the future, but also extensive citizen feedback – largely 

facilitated by the UN – on what people think the world’s top priorities should be (UN 2013b). 

 

Critically, the post-2015 agenda looks set to be universal in nature, applying to all countries, not just 

developing countries. In an attempt to more successfully embed the post-2015 framework at the country 

level, it will likely comprise global goals and a mix of global and country-determined targets. The High 

Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda (HLP) proposes that some 

targets apply to all countries in the form of “global minimum standards,” or “zero targets” (e.g., a global 

target to “bring the number of people living on less than $1.25 a day to zero”). But in most cases, 

countries would determine an ambitious but realistic target, taking into account their different starting 

points and needs (e.g., reduce by x% the share of people living below their country’s 2015 national 

poverty line). Further, the indicators used to track progress against targets could differ from country to 

country.
3
 This approach would facilitate a better connection between global goals and domestic priorities, 

and more effectively embed the post-2015 framework in national monitoring processes. An additional 

proposed change to the global goals framework is that progress against the post-2015 goals is 

monitored in a disaggregated way. This seeks to incentivise countries to ensure that all relevant 

economic and social groups benefit from development progress and “no one is left behind.”  

 

3. The “Data Revolution” 

 

To support a post-2015 agenda that is goal-based, universal and country-relevant, as well as focused on 

a broader range of sustainable development priorities, a “data revolution” has been called for. Coined by 

the HLP, the idea has received considerable attention in UN and official circles and citizen consultations.
4
  

 

While it is widely acknowledged that global and national efforts in support of the MDGs have resulted in 

considerable improvements in the quality and availability of data in developing countries,
5
 significant gaps 

remain. In its report Strengthening National Statistical Systems to Monitor Global Goals, the Organisation 

for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) identifies three challenges in statistical capacity 

and data availability across the developing world: better aligning international monitoring with national 

data, dealing with conflicting data sources and statistics, and further closing the gap between data needs 

and data supply (OECD 2013, 1). Moreover, countries have expressed frustration that the process of 

defining global goals and identifying associated indicators and methodologies has involved little 

consultation with national statistical authorities, despite the fact that they are the main sources of data 

(OECD 2013, 3). This has resulted in global monitoring being considered a burden as well as a 

disconnection between global goals and national priorities and circumstances (UNTT 2013, 12). In 

addition, as the UN Development Group identified, data problems also have investment roots since the 

global and national resources allocated to measurement and capacity development have been 

inadequate (UN 2013b). 

 

                                                           
3
 These targets and indicators, the HLP argues, would ideally be determined through inclusive processes carried out at the national 

level. 
4
 For example, according to A Million Voices, the report that documents key findings from the UN-led country and thematic 

consultations on the post-2015 agenda, people are demanding more and better data, particularly disaggregated data, to support 
efforts to enhance accountability and tackle inequality (UN 2013b, 40). 
5
 For example, a recent assessment of 22 MDG indicators found that in 2012, trend data were available for 16 of 22 indicators in 

106 countries. This is an increase from none in 2003 and 84 in 2006 (UNTT 2013, 10). Financial support for statistics has also risen. 
According to the Partner Report on Support to Statistics, financial support for statistics rose from US$1 billion in 2006–08 to US$2.3 
billion in 2010–12 (PARIS21 2013a). Alongside this, more than 100 countries have adopted the National Strategy for the 
Development of Statistics (NSDS) approach, the international benchmark for developing statistical capacity (PARIS21 2013b). 
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The HLP Secretariat argues that the data revolution should have two objectives: the integration of 

statistics into public and private decision making and building trust between societies and states through 

transparency and accountability (HLP Secretariat 2013). In essence, better data are critical in enabling 

governments and other stakeholders to understand patterns of development progress and make more 

informed decisions about how to allocate resources. The Sustainable Development Solutions Network 

concurs, noting that better statistical data are needed to track progress towards development goals and 

support management efforts aimed at achieving those goals (SDSN 2013). But the data revolution goes 

beyond this – better data can also enhance transparency and empower citizens to demand more from 

their governments. In order to meet these objectives, the HLP Secretariat has called for: improvements in 

the quality, availability and timeliness of data, including disaggregated data;
6
 greater data transparency 

and accessibility; and harnessing diverse sources of knowledge and data, such as through the use of 

mobile technology, crowd sourcing and other “real-time” initiatives to complement official statistics. To 

facilitate this, the HLP recommends the establishment of a Global Partnership on Development Data. 

As a first step, the partnership would develop a global strategy to fill critical gaps, expand data 

accessibility and galvanise international efforts to ensure that a baseline for post-2015 targets is in place 

by January 2016 (HLP 2013, 24). 

 

For the data revolution to have impact, it clearly needs to go beyond statistics and statisticians and 

engage diverse stakeholders, including policy- and decision-makers, transparency and accountability 

groups, the private sector and the research community. Indeed, there are calls for the data revolution to 

be accompanied by an “accountability revolution,”
7
 an acknowledgement that data on its own will not 

result in the changes required to meet the ambitions of the post-2015 agenda. Related to this, the political 

economy of data collection and presentation needs to be taken into account to ensure that data-related 

efforts benefit poor and excluded segments of the population rather than bolstering elites and entrenching 

existing power imbalances.
8
  

 

The time appears ripe for action on this agenda. As PARIS21 (2013a) notes, governments recognise the 

importance of data and information to monitoring progress, new technological tools are available for 

collecting and disseminating data, and citizens and civil society are building social movements that 

demand more and better data that are accessible and presented in user-friendly ways. The objective of 

the Post-2015 Data Test initiative is to contribute in a small and timely but impactful way to this important 

agenda. 

  

                                                           
6
 The HLP notes that even now, over 40 countries lack sufficient data to measure performance against MDG 1 (HLP 2013, 23). 

Other shortcomings include that household surveys tend to under-represent the poorest (the “information paradox”) and different 
sources of data (e.g., administrative and survey data) often yield different results (OECD 2013). 
7
 See Haddad (2013) for example. 

8
 See, for example, Edwards (2013) and Glennie (2013). 
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Project Overview 

 

 

4. Rationale 

 

The rationale for the initiative is three-fold. First, given that the post-2015 framework will represent a 

departure from the MDGs owing to its universal and country-determined nature, “road-testing” the 

framework before the post-2015 framework is agreed inter-governmentally will be instructive. Second, 

while we know that data for measuring development progress at the country level are inadequate, 

understanding key data gaps for measuring development progress in an expanded post-2015 framework 

is warranted, particularly as discussions on the priorities and architecture to support the “data revolution” 

ramp up. Third, the MDGs have been criticised for being a donor-driven, top-down process that did not 

adequately integrate the perspectives of developing countries. International discussions and decisions on 

the post-2015 framework need to be better informed by the priorities and needs of developing countries, 

while stakeholders at the country level need to have opportunities to engage with global policy processes. 

While considerable attempts have been made to reach out to and consult with people at the country level 

through a number of UN-led consultation processes, analytical inputs informing the post-2015 

deliberations are still overwhelmingly driven by think tanks, academics and analysts from the North. 

Engaging Southern analysts and experts in the discussions makes sense. 

 

5. Objectives 
 

The overarching policy objective of this initiative is to inform post-2015 negotiations and subsequently the 

emerging framework and architecture for its implementation, including the measurement components, 

with evidence of how a universal framework can be implemented in a country-specific way and what data 

and measurement constraints exist. The initiative will: 

  

¶ Identify opportunities and challenges that may arise from the implementation of a universal, 

country-relevant post-2015 framework, specifically those relating to measurement components. 

¶ Examine the feasibility and relevance of select candidate “global minimum standard” targets.  

¶ Assess the adequacy of data, including disaggregated data, for measuring post-2015 progress at 

the country level to inform discussions on the architecture and priorities of the “data revolution.”  

¶ Identify key opportunities and challenges at the country level to improve the quality, accessibility 

and transparency of data, including the role of technology therein.  

¶ Enhance the capacity of Southern think tanks to contribute to the global policy processes shaping 

the post-2015 agenda, while also ensuring that global-level decision making, particularly on the 

“data revolution,” is informed by country-level realities.  

 

6. Research Questions 
 

Given these objectives, a number of related questions will guide the research. 

 

i. What is the adequacy of data, including disaggregated data, for measuring post-2015 progress 

across a selected set of goals at the country level?   

¶ In the absence of required data, can proxy indicators be used to meet the needs of the 

post-2015 framework?  
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¶ What are the implications of data adequacy for setting the baseline that is used in the post-

2015 framework? 

ii. How feasible and relevant are candidate ñzeroò or ñglobal minimum standardò targets in 

different country contexts?  

iii. What are some of the likely challenges of implementing a universal but country-relevant post-

2015 framework of goals, targets and indicators, particularly from a measurement perspective? How 

could these challenges be overcome?   

iv. Where improvements in data quality, accessibility and transparency have been made in the 

past, what have been the drivers? Where gaps exist, why? What does this mean for improving data 

adequacy for the post-2015 agenda? 

v. How could technology-enabled and non-traditional modes of data collection support 

measurement in the post-2015 agenda? 

vi. What expectations do different stakeholders have for a ñdata revolutionò? What are likely 

opportunities and constraints?  

 

7. Project Management and Implementation 
 

The initiative is co-led by CPD and NSI. With the exception of the Canada study, country studies will be 

conducted by think tanks from the South, the bulk of which are part of the Southern Voice on Post-MDG 

International Development Goals (Southern Voice) network. In addition to the six country studies – 

Bangladesh, Canada, Peru, Senegal, Tanzania and Turkey –  supported by the William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation and the International Development Research Centre’s Think Tank Initiative, Partnership for 

African Social and Governance Research (PASGR) is supporting two additional countries – Ghana and 

Sierra Leone – using the methodology developed by CPD and NSI as part of a sister initiative. 

 

The key programme components of the initiative include: country studies, publications, outreach and 

dissemination of the country reports, and strategic engagement with key players in the post-2015 

landscape. These activities will be completed in the four phases outlined in Table 1. 

 

Table 1. Planned project workplan 
 

Inception Core  Consolidation  Outreach  

 2014                               2015 

Activity  J F M A M J J A S O N D J F 

Methodology and implementation guide  X X             

Project inception workshops  X             

Country studies  X X X X          

Initiative website online  X X            

Country site visits  X X X           

Mid-stream workshop    X           

In-Progress briefing notes X  X X X X   X X     

Country reports         X X X     

Consolidated flagship report           X X   

Op-eds/blogs X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

 

  

http://www.hewlett.org/
http://www.hewlett.org/
http://www.thinktankinitiative.org/
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Developing the Post-2015 Data Test  
 

8. The Process 
 

The initial development of the Post-2015 Data Test began in July 2013. After CPD and NSI developed a 

preliminary resource paper outlining the goals, objectives and methodological approach for the initiative, a 

methodology and planning workshop was held in New York in November 2013. Supported by the United 

Nations Foundation and Hewlett Foundation, the workshop was attended by statistical, research and 

policy experts from statistical authorities, think tanks, UN agencies, universities, diplomatic missions and 

philanthropic foundations from around the world. Participants provided detailed feedback on how to 

situate the initiative within the broader post-2015 and data revolution discussions, refine the methodology 

and maximise policy usefulness and impact. In particular, participants discussed data collection methods, 

selection of country cases and candidate post-2015 goals, targets and indicators, methods for examining 

baselines, data adequacy and target feasibility, political economy dimensions of the data availability–

transparency–accountability nexus, and the initiative’s implementation plan. Drawing on the feedback 

from the workshop, CPD and NSI finalised the selection of country teams, goal areas and the 

methodological approach. In February 2014, research teams launched the Post-2015 Data Test at the 

country level. 

The section that follows outlines some of the preliminary considerations that informed the selection of 

countries and goal areas for the initiative. Details on the methodology and implementation of the initiative 

at the country level follow. 

 

9. Country Selection  

 

The primary factor that drove country selection was membership in the Southern Voice network and 

interest in and capacity to participate in the initiative in the given timeframe. Research teams in 

Bangladesh, Canada, Ghana, Peru, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Tanzania and Turkey are participating in the 

initiative. The countries selected also capture a diversity of characteristics, endowments and experiences.  

Half of the countries in the initiative – Bangladesh, Peru, Senegal and Tanzania – have think tanks that 

are members of the Southern Voice network. The countries in the initiative are characterised by a range 

of levels of statistical capacity according to the World Bank’s Bulletin Board on Statistical Capacity. All 

countries have significant minority populations
9
 and, with the exceptions of Canada, Peru and Turkey, all 

are experiencing or will experience a peak in their youth bulge between 2000 and 2030.
10

 Given that CPD 

and NSI are based in Bangladesh and Canada, respectively, these countries were included, representing 

a least-developed country and a high-income country. Canada is a highly resource-dependent country 

with its own climate challenges, including the need to reduce emissions. Bangladesh represents a fragile 

country that is at extreme risk to climate change.
11

 Sierra Leone faces similar challenges. Peru and 

Turkey were selected to represent upper-middle-income countries that are emerging. Peru is 

                                                           
9
 Cases with minority groups (religious and/or ethnic) that represent at least 1 per cent of the total population (MRG 2013). 

10
 Based on countries experiencing or likely to experience a youth bulge between 2000 and 2030 (Ortiz and Cummins 2012). Peak 

years are as follows: Bangladesh, 2004; Ghana, 2002; Senegal, 2005; Sierra Leone, 2025; and Tanzania, 2002. 
11

 Risk to climate change according to the Center for Global Development, which has mapped country vulnerability across four 
dimensions of climate impact, including extreme weather, sea level rise, agricultural productivity loss and overall impact adjusted for 
countries’ ability to cope with climate impacts. Countries have been ranked based on their level of risk with 1 being the most at risk 
and 169 the least. Country rankings are as follows: Bangladesh, 7; Canada, 159; Ghana, 70; Peru, 80; Senegal, 28; Sierra Leone, 
16; Tanzania, 29; and Turkey, 102 (CGD 2013).  

http://www.unfoundation.org/
http://www.unfoundation.org/
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experiencing strong economic growth and is moderately vulnerable to climate change. In addition to 

Sierra Leone, Ghana, Senegal and Tanzania were selected for the African country studies. Ghana has 

recently become a middle-income country but continues to face significant challenges, including risks to 

climate change. Senegal is a lower-middle-income country that is experiencing moderate levels of growth 

and is highly vulnerable to climate change. Tanzania is moderately vulnerable to climate change and 

represents a lower-income country that is experiencing high levels of growth.

10. Selecting Candidate Post-2015 Goals 
 

Many candidate goals have been proposed for the post-2015 agenda. Indeed, one recent review of 

proposals identified 77 reports where concrete proposals on post-2015 goals, targets and/or indicators 

are made (Higgins, Bond and Kindornay 2014).
12

  

To assess prominent candidate goals and priorities, a select number of recent UN and unofficial reports 

and initiatives on the post-2015 agenda were reviewed.
13

 The reports and initiatives surveyed are outlined 

in Table 2. Table 2.1 in Annex 2 tabulates the goals and priorities of each report and initiative in greater 

detail. 

Table 2. Reports and initiatives reviewed to assess prominent candidate post-2015 goals and 
priorities 

Author/Organisation Title 

UN Secretary-General A Life of Dignity for All: Accelerating Progress 
Towards the Millennium Development Goals and 
Advancing the United Nations Development 
Agenda Beyond 2015 (UNSG 2013) 

Open Working Group on Sustainable Development 
Goals (OWG) 

Progress Report of the Open Working Group of the 
General Assembly on Sustainable Development 
Goals (UN 2013a) 

High Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-
2015 Development Agenda 

A New Global Partnership: Eradicate Poverty and 
Transform Economies Through Sustainable 
Development (HLP 2013) 

Sustainable Development Solutions Network 
(SDSN) 

An Action Agenda for Sustainable Development: 
Report for the UN Secretary-General (SDSN 2013) 

United Nations Global Compact A Life of Dignity for All: Accelerating Progress 
Towards the Millennium Development Goals and 
Advancing the United Nations Development 
Agenda Beyond 2015 (UNGC 2013) 

United Nations MY World Survey (UN 2013c) 

Save the Children Ending Poverty in Our Generation: Save the 
Childrenôs Vision for a Post-2015 Framework (StC 
2013) 

Centre for International Governance Innovation 
(CIGI) 

The Millennium Development Goals and Post-
2015: Squaring the Circle (Carin and Bates-Eamer 
2013) 

Global Agenda Council on Benchmarking Progress Getting to Zero: Finishing the Job the MDGs 
Started (Aryeetey et al. 2012) 

 

We organised candidate goals and priorities identified in these reports and initiatives around 14 themes: 

poverty, inclusion and equality, gender equality, employment and inclusive growth, education, health, 

                                                           
12

 Seventeen of these were “comprehensive” proposals, covering a range of themes. The remaining 60 were “sectoral” or “thematic” 
proposals that focused on a specific sector or theme. 
13

 It should be noted that this process took place over September – November 2013 and as such does not include the more recent 
“Zero Draft” produced by the OWG or the newest list of proposed goals, targets and indicators from the SDSN. 

http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/focussdgs.html
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food security, nutrition and hunger, environmental sustainability and disaster resilience, water and 

sanitation, energy and infrastructure, governance and human rights, peace and security, demographic 

challenges, and global partnership for sustainable development. 

It would be unrealistic, given available resources for this initiative and a tight timeframe, to examine all 

these priority areas. Therefore the initiative covers seven candidate post-2015 goal themes. Goal areas 

were selected based on the following criteria: 

¶ prominence in selected post-2015 reports and initiatives 

¶ mix of MDGs and goals that are not included in the MDGs 

¶ goal themes that will likely comprise a mix of “zero” or “global minimum standard” targets and 

country-specific targets 

¶ likelihood of posing particularly acute data and measurement challenges 

¶ expertise and capacity of participating think tanks 

 

Table 3 outlines the 14 candidate goal themes and provides the rationale for the selection of the 

candidate goals. The seven selected candidate post-2015 goals are: i) poverty; ii) employment and 

inclusive growth; iii) education; iv) environmental sustainability and disaster resilience; v) energy and 

infrastructure; vi) governance and human rights; and vii) global partnership for sustainable development. 

Table 3. Proposed candidate post-2015 goals to examine 
 

 Goal  Prominence 
in survey of 
reports and 
initiatives

14
  

Included 
in MDGs 

Mix of global  
minimum standard 
and country-
specific targets  

Data and 
measurement 
challenges 

Think 
tank 
expertise 

1 Poverty and hunger X X X  X 

2 Inclusion and equality    X X 

3 Gender equality X X X X X 

4 Employment and 
inclusive growth 

X X X X X 

5 Education X X X  X 

6 Health X X X   

7 Food security and 
nutrition 

X X X  X 

8 Environmental 
sustainability and 
disaster resilience 

X X X X  

9 Water and sanitation X X X   

10 Energy and 
infrastructure 

X  X   

11 Governance and 
human rights  

X  X X X 

12 Peace and security X  X X  

13 Demographic 
challenges 

   X  

14 Global partnership for 
sustainable 
development 

X X  X X 

                                                           
14

 Refers to prominence across reports and initiatives outlined in Table 2.1 in Annex 2. A proposed candidate goal is considered 
prominent if six or more of the nine reports and initiatives identified the goal area as a specific priority or cross-cutting priority for the 
post-2015 agenda. 
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Methodology for Country Studies 
 
 

11. Overview of Data Collection Methods 
 

A summary of the research process is provided in Annex 1. It is an overview of the research steps as they 

relate to the research questions and methodology. A mix of quantitative and qualitative research methods 

will be used to address the research questions outlined above. 

 

11.1 Literature review 

   

The initiative will be informed by the policy and academic literature on data and statistical capacity, MDG 

measurement, the data revolution and the post-2015 agenda. CPD and NSI will conduct the global-level 

review. Country think tanks will conduct country-level reviews, capturing the views and findings of local 

analysts as well as regional perspectives. Some key global and regional resources and sources for the 

literature review are listed in Annex 3. 

  

Country teams will examine the relevant literature on the current status of statistical capacity at country 

level, including assessments by local experts. They are also expected to consult thematic, regional and 

national reports (e.g., reports from post-2015 country-level consultations) as well as national development 

plans, as appropriate, to inform the narrative on and selection of key targets and indicators for potential 

goal areas. Current country-level priorities, as well as the review of literature on statistical capacity, 

should inform the substance of the inception workshop at country level. 

 

11.2 Data mapping and analysis 

 

Researchers will identify the key sources of data from a range of country- and global-level sources and 

analyse the adequacy of the data and the feasibility of measuring candidate post-2015 goals, targets and 

indicators. Sections 14–18 detail this process.  

 

11.3 Key informant interviews and focus group discussions 

  

Researchers will conduct key informant interviews with relevant experts and stakeholders at the country 

and global levels in order to assess perceptions of data gaps, challenges of a universal, country-relevant 

framework and expectations for the data revolution. In conjunction with key informant interviews, 

researchers will carry out focus groups with a broader number of stakeholders at country level. These will 

be used to identify key issues and perspectives of a broad range of stakeholders, as well as validate the 

country study findings.  

 

At the country level, key informants and participants in focus groups will include representatives from 

national statistical authorities, national planning ministries, research institutions, prominent thought 

leaders and experts, and civil society actors. At the global level, they will include representatives from UN 

agencies (e.g., UN Statistics Division [UNSD], United Nations Development Programme [UNDP], UN 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs [UNDESA]), the World Bank, research institutions and civil 

society actors. All country teams are expected to hold at least two multi-stakeholder workshops (i.e., 

focus groups): an inception workshop to launch the project (see section 12 below) and a validation 

workshop at the end of the project as part of the peer review process. Researchers have the freedom to 
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decide on the most appropriate and efficient way to make use of key informant interviews and focus 

groups. For example, some country teams may opt to have a focus group session with only government 

officials following the inception workshop, complemented by key informant interviews with representatives 

from the national statistical authority. Others may opt to use only key informant interviews to engage 

government officials if they are more appropriate given country circumstances. 

 

Given that national statistical authorities generate most of the data that will be relevant in the context of 

the post-2015 agenda, it is important for the country teams to have in-depth discussions with these 

organisations. These discussions should uncover: how national statistical authorities are engaging on the 

post-2015 development agenda, if at all; their interaction with other authorities such as ministries and how 

they communicate data; data already being collected; how data are generated and made accessible as 

well as its reliability and robustness with respect to selected goals, targets and indicators; and the future 

plans of these organisations. Such information will allow teams to propose recommendations to address 

data gaps and the generation of new data at country level in the post-2015 context. Table 4 below 

provides a list of the key stakeholders with whom country teams are expected to engage throughout the 

research process. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4. Key stakeholders to engage throughout the research process 

Actor Description Examples 
Policy-
makers 

Key actors engaged in the 
post-2015 process, including 
the selection of priorities, at 
country level 

¶ National planning ministries 

¶ Regional and international organisations: UN agencies (e.g., UNSD, 
UNDP, UNDESA), World Bank, regional development banks, regional 
communities 

¶ Civil society organisations 

¶ Research institutions, universities, thought leaders 

Data 
suppliers 

Representatives from 
organisations engaged in 
collection or analysis of 
country-level data  

¶ National statistical authorities 

¶ Regional and international organisations: UN agencies (e.g., UNSD, 
UNDP, UNDESA), World Bank, regional development banks, regional 
communities  

¶ Funders of data collection (bilateral/multilateral donors) 

¶ Civil society organisations 

¶ Research institutions, universities  

Data users Actors that use data to inform 
policies and programmes, or 
play a role in holding actors to 
account for progress against 
desired outcomes  

¶ Data journalists 

¶ Civil society organisations  

¶ Research institutions, universities, thought leaders 

¶ National planning ministries, other relevant departments  

¶ Members of national/local government (elected government officials, 
senior bureaucrats)  
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12. Inception Workshop 

 

Country teams will host an inception workshop at country level to launch the initiative (February–early 

March). To ensure consistency across the studies and provide support to partners, each country-level 

workshop will be attended by a member from either the CPD or NSI teams. 

 

The objectives of the workshop are to: 

¶ introduce stakeholders at country level to the initiative  

¶ map stakeholders participating in the data revolution and post-2015 debates at country (and if 

appropriate, regional) level and identify key stakeholders for interviews and focus groups 

¶ solicit feedback regarding national priorities for each potential goal area  

¶ conduct an initial scoping of the key issues related to data availability and accessibility at country 

level 

Drawing on the methodology and implementation guide, each team should prepare a resource document 

that outlines the objectives and scope of the country study, research questions and the analytical 

approach to be followed (including the use of different methodological approaches as they relate to each 

component of the study) to share with workshop participants. The document should provide information 

on the goal areas to be examined and potential targets and indicators. During the workshop, teams 

should solicit concrete feedback on the choice of targets and indicators, baselines, potential proxy 

indicators, feasibility of targets and key challenges relating to data availability and accessibility.  

A wide range of stakeholders should be present at the workshop (see Table 4 above). The substance of 

the workshop should be informed by an initial literature review (as described above). Annex 4 provides a 

tentative workshop schedule. 

 

13. Selecting Candidate Post-2015 Targets and Indicators  

 

Many of the reports and initiatives proposing goals and priorities for the post-2015 framework also 

propose targets and/or indicators for measuring progress against the goals. To facilitate the process of 

selecting potential targets and indicators, lists of targets and indicators have been compiled for all 

candidate post-2015 goals that will be examined in this initiative (see Annex 5). This compilation has 

been informed by the outcomes of the thematic consultations that were convened by the UN.
15 

 

Drawing on the list of targets and indicators that have been compiled for each candidate post-2015 goal, 

a selection of targets and indicators will be examined for each selected candidate goal. To assess 

data adequacy and target feasibility at the country level, researchers will examine five to six targets and 

approximately eight to 12 indicators for each candidate goal. CPD and NSI have predetermined 

some targets and indicators to be examined in all countries for each goal area (see Table 6), which 

will allow for comparison across country studies. These targets and indicators were selected with 

feedback from country teams and thematic experts at a mid-stream workshop held in Nairobi in April 

2014. 

 

                                                           
15

 Eleven thematic consultations were convened in 2013 on the following themes: inequalities, governance, growth and employment, 
health, education, environmental sustainability, food security and nutrition, conflict and fragility, population dynamics, energy, and 
water. 
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All other targets and indicators will be chosen by the country team, reflecting those that are most relevant 

to the country context. At least one target (and corresponding indicators) will connect to another theme to 

support inter-sectionality between goals. Table 5 illustrates what this will look like in practice by using the 

poverty candidate goal as an example. 

 

Table 5. Example of targets and indicators to be examined at the country level for poverty  

Target and indicator type Target Indicator 
Examined in all countries End extreme poverty 

(zero/global minimum standard 
target) 
 

¶ Proportion of population below US$1.25 (PPP) per 
day 

¶ Proportion of population below US$2 (PPP) per day 

Reduce poverty by x% by 2030 ¶ Proportion of population living below national poverty 
line 

¶ Proportion of employed people living below the 
national poverty line 

Country-determined Reduce income inequality gap 
by x% by 2030 

¶ Ratio of income/consumption of top 20% to bottom 
20% 

¶ Ratio of incomes of top 10% to bottom 40% (Palma 
ratio) 

Inter-sectionality (also country-
determined) 

Reduce multidimensional 
poverty 

¶ Multidimensional Poverty Index 
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Table 6. Targets and indicators to be examined in all countries 

Goal Target Indicator
16

 Comments/Definitions 
End poverty End extreme income 

poverty  
 

Proportion of population below 
US$1.25 (PPP) per day 

 

Reduce poverty  Proportion of population below 
US$2 (PPP) per day 

 

Proportion of population living 
below national poverty line 

 

Share of employed persons living 
below the nationally defined 
poverty line 

The working poor or the number of employed persons living in households with incomes 
below the nationally-defined poverty line are based on real disposable income and refer to a 
nationally-defined real absolute poverty line, whenever possible. Data are presented in terms of the 
yearly annual average. Here, the income concept refers to the household disposable income. If a 
relative poverty line is used, data are expressed as the number of employed persons living in 
households with incomes below the nationally defined relative poverty line. 
The poverty line is defined as the threshold below which individuals in the population are 
considered poor and above which they are considered non-poor. The threshold is generally defined 
as the per-capita monetary requirements an individual needs to afford the purchase of a basic 
bundle of goods and services (ILO 2014). 

Reduce the proportion 
of people who suffer 
from hunger 

Prevalence of child stunting in 
boys and girls under 5, % 

Stunting: Proportion of under-fives falling below minus 2 standard deviations (moderate and 
severe) and minus 3 standard deviations (severe) from the median height-for-age of the reference 
population (UNICEF 2014). 

Ensure quality 
education for all 

Ensure all children 
have access to early 
childhood and quality 
primary and 
secondary education  

% of girls and boys receiving at 
least one year in pre-primary 
programs 

 

% of girls and boy who complete 
primary school 

 

% of girls and boys who complete 
secondary school 

 

% of girls and boys who achieve a 
passing grade in national learning 
assessments at the primary school 
level 

Assessment of learning outcomes. Evaluation of an individual’s achievement of learning 
objectives, using a variety of assessment methods (written, oral and practical tests/examinations, 
projects and portfolios) during or at the end of an education programme (UNESCO 2012). 
National [or sub-national] assessment: Large-scale assessment surveys  
designed to describe the achievement of students in a curriculum area  
and to provide an estimate of the achievement level in the education  
system as a whole at a particular age or grade level. This normally involves  
administration of tests either to a sample or population of students (Ho 2013). 

Increase the number 
of adults

17
 with the 

skills, including 

Proportion of individuals enrolled 
in a Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training (TVET) 

Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) is concerned with the acquisition of 
knowledge and skills for the world of work. Various terms have been used to describe elements of 
the field that are now conceived as comprising TVET. These include: Apprenticeship Training, 

                                                           
16

 Assumes disaggregation (sex, income, urban/rural and minorities/sector, if relevant). 
17

 Adults throughout refers to individuals who are 18 years of age or older. 

http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/help_home/conceptsdefinitions?_adf.ctrl-state=ckghq8e7z_98&clean=true&_afrLoop=366669564311343
http://www.childinfo.org/malnutrition.html
http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Documents/isced-2011-en.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0021/002178/217816e.pdf
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Table 6. Targets and indicators to be examined in all countries 

Goal Target Indicator
16

 Comments/Definitions 
technical and 
vocational skills 

institution Vocational Education, Technical Education, Technical-Vocational Education (TVE), Occupational 
Education (OE), Vocational Education and Training (VET), Professional and Vocational Education 
(PVE), Career and Technical Education (CTE), Workforce Education (WE), Workplace Education 
(WE), etc. Several of these terms are commonly used in specific geographic areas (UNEVOC 
2012). 

Create jobs, 
sustainable 
livelihoods and 
inclusive growth 
for all 

Achieve full and 
productive 
employment work for 
all, including women 
and young people  
  

Labour force participation rate The labour force participation rate is the labour force as a percent of the working age population 
(ILO 2014). 

Time-related underemployment 
(thousands) 

Persons in time-related underemployment comprise all persons in employment, who satisfy the 
following three criteria during the reference period: a) are willing to work additional hours; b) are 
available to work additional hours i.e., are ready, within a specified subsequent period, to work 
additional hours, given opportunities for additional work; and c) worked less than a threshold 
relating to working time i.e., persons whose hours actually worked in all jobs during the reference 
period were below a threshold, to be chosen according to national circumstances. For details, refer 
to the Resolution concerning the measurement of underemployment and inadequate employment 
situations (ILO 2014). 

Ensure equal pay for 
equal work  

Mean nominal monthly earnings of 
employees (local currency) 

Data on earnings are presented, whenever possible, in nominal terms and on the basis of the mean 
of monthly earnings of all employees. The earnings of employees relate to the gross remuneration 
in cash and in kind paid to employees, as a rule at regular intervals, for time worked or work done 
together with remuneration for time not worked, such as annual vacation, other type of paid leave 
or holidays. Earnings exclude employers’ contributions in respect of their employees paid to social 
security and pension schemes and also the benefits received by employees under these schemes. 
Earnings also exclude severance and termination pay. Statistics of earnings relate to the gross 
remuneration of employees, i.e. the total before any deductions are made by the employer. Data 
are disaggregated by economic activity according to the latest version of the International Standard 
Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC) available for that year. Economic activity 
refers to the main activity of the establishment in which a person worked during the reference 
period and does not depend on the specific duties or functions of the person's job, but on the 
characteristics of the economic unit in which this person works. 
To be disaggregated as appropriate (by sector, sex, age, location) 

Support inclusive 
growth and reduce 
inequality 
 

Gini coefficient  

Palma ratio   

Growth rate of income of the 
bottom 40% 

 

Gross fixed capital formation (% of 
GDP) 

Gross fixed capital formation (formerly gross domestic fixed investment) includes land 
improvements (fences, ditches, drains, and so on); plant, machinery, and equipment purchases; 
and the construction of roads, railways, and the like, including schools, offices, hospitals, private 
residential dwellings, and commercial and industrial buildings (World Bank 2014b). 

Ensure 
sustainable 
energy and 
develop 
infrastructure for 
all 

Ensure full access to 
developed 
infrastructure and 
communication 
technology  

Internet users (per 1000 people)   

Average bandwidth speed 
(Megabits/second) 

Measurement of the ability of an electronic communications device or system (such as a computer 
network) to send and receive information, measured in megabits per second (mbit/s) 

% of the population with access to  
an  all-season road 
 

ñWith accessò means that the distance from a village or household to an all-season road is no 
more than 2 km; that is that a walk of no more than 20 minutes or so is required to reach an all-
season road. An “all-season road” is a road that is motorable by the prevailing means of rural 
transport (often a pick-up or a truck which does not have four-wheel-drive) all year round. 
Predictable interruptions of short duration during inclement weather (e.g. heavy rainfall) are 

http://www.unevoc.unesco.org/go.php?q=What+is+TVET
http://www.unevoc.unesco.org/go.php?q=What+is+TVET
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/help_home/conceptsdefinitions?_adf.ctrl-state=ckghq8e7z_98&clean=true&_afrLoop=365721905251680
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/help_home/conceptsdefinitions?_adf.ctrl-state=ckghq8e7z_98&clean=true&_afrLoop=365721905251680
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NE.GDI.FTOT.ZS
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Table 6. Targets and indicators to be examined in all countries 

Goal Target Indicator
16

 Comments/Definitions 
permitted, particularly on low volume roads.  (World Bank 2005, A-26). 

% of adults with an account at a 
formal financial institution 

Denotes the percentage of population with an account (self or together with someone else) at a 
bank, credit union, another financial institution (e.g. cooperative, microfinance institution), or the 
post office (if applicable) including individuals who have a debit card (Demirguc-Kunt and Klapper 
2012). 

Ensure access to 
energy and improve 
efficiency and 
sustainability of 
energy supply, 
including renewable 
energy  
 

# of  hours per day households 
have access to electricity on 
average 

 

Rate of improvement in energy 
intensity 

Energy required per unit (currency) of GDP, measured in primary energy
18

 terms and GDP. 

Share of the population with 
access to modern cooking 
solutions (%)  

Access to modern cooking solutions is defined as relying primarily on non-solid fuels for cooking. 
Non-solid fuels include (i) liquid fuels (for example, kerosene, ethanol, or other biofuels), (ii) 
gaseous fuels (such as natural gas, liquefied petroleum gas [LPG], and biogas), and (iii) electricity. 
Solid fuels include (i) traditional biomass (for example, wood, charcoal, agricultural residues, and 
dung), (ii) processed biomass (such as pellets, and briquettes); and (iii) other solid fuels (such as 
coal and lignite) (Banerjee et al. 2013). 

Share of renewable energy to total 
energy consumption 

Energy that is derived from natural processes (e.g. sunlight and wind) that are replenished at a 
higher rate than they are consumed. Solar, wind, geothermal, hydro, and biomass are common 
sources of renewable energy (IEA 2014). 

Establish open, 
accountable, 
inclusive and 
effect 
institutions, rule 
of law and 
peaceful and 
inclusive society  

Provide free and 
universal legal identity, 
such as birth 
registrations 

Percentage of children under 5 
who are registered with the civil 
authority  

 

Proportion of adults with a basic 
legal identify document 

 

Monitor and end 
discrimination and 
inequalities in public 
service delivery, the 
rule of law, access to 
justice and 
participation in political 
and economic life on 
the basis of social 
status  

Average time between filing a 
case and receiving a verdict 

 

Proportion of seats held by women 
and minorities in national or local 
level government  

 

% of adults with an account at a 
formal financial institution, 
disaggregated by sex 

Same indicator as under energy and infrastructure, disaggregated by sex. 

Improve personal 
safety    

Prevalence of violence against 
women, including domestic 
violence 
 

Violence against women is “any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, 
physical, sexual or mental harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or 
arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life.”

  
(UN 1993). Based on 

self-reporting (survey data). 

Violent death per 100,000 Classification of violent death includes killings in war or conflicts, non-conflict deaths and self-
inflicted deaths (suicides), while non-conflict deaths include intentional homicide, killings in self-
defence, killings in legal interventions and non-intentional homicide (UNODC 2014). 

                                                           
18

 Primary energy refers to energy sources as found in their natural state (as opposed to derived or secondary energy, which is the result of the transformation of primary or secondary 
sources) (UNSD 2014a).  

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTEASTASIAPACIFIC/Resources/Connecting-East-Asia.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTGLOBALFIN/Resources/8519638-1332259343991/Glossary.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTGLOBALFIN/Resources/8519638-1332259343991/Glossary.pdf
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/energy/publication/Global-Tracking-Framework-Report
http://www.iea.org/aboutus/glossary/r/
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/48/a48r104.htm
https://www.unodc.org/documents/gsh/pdfs/2014_GLOBAL_HOMICIDE_BOOK_web.pdf
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/energy/balance/concepts.htm
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Table 6. Targets and indicators to be examined in all countries 

Goal Target Indicator
16

 Comments/Definitions 
Reduce bribery and 
corruption in all forms  
 
 

Survey data regarding bribes or 
gifts for service from government 
official - “In the past year, how 
often (if ever) have you had to pay 
a bribe, give a gift, or do a favour 
to government officials in order to 
get a document or receive a 
service” 

 

Improve transparency 
in the revenue system 

Share of eligible tax payers who 
submit tax returns 

 

Establish a 
sustainable, 
healthy and 
resilient 
environment for 
all  

Build resilience and 
reduce deaths from 
natural hazards  

Disaster deaths per 1,000 
inhabitants 

Hazard:
 
 A dangerous phenomenon, substance, human activity or condition that may cause loss of 

life, injury or other health impacts, property damage, loss of livelihoods and services, social and 
economic disruption, or environmental damage. Includes: Avalanche, Cold Wave, Cyclone, 
Drought, Earthquake, Epidemic and Pandemic; Flood, Heat Wave, Insect Infestation; Landslide; 
NBC – Nuclear, Biological, Chemical; Storm Surge; Tornado; Tsunami; Volcano; Wildfire (UNISDR 
2007). 
Disaster: A serious disruption of the functioning of a community or a society involving widespread 
human, material, economic or environmental losses and impacts, which exceeds the ability of the 
affected community or society to cope using its own resources (UNISDR 2007). 

Safeguard 
ecosystems and 
biodiversity  
 

 

Net loss in forest area (% of land 
area)  
 

Forest: Land spanning more than 0.5 hectares with trees higher than 5 meters and a canopy cover 
of more than 10 percent, or trees able to reach these thresholds in situ. It does not include land that 
is predominantly under agricultural or urban land use (FAO 2012, 3). 

Trends in coverage of protected 
areas. 

The protected area coverage indicator measures the policy response to biodiversity loss. An 
increase in protected area coverage indicates increased efforts by governments and civil society to 
protect land and sea areas with a view to achieve the long-term conservation of biodiversity with 
associated ecosystem services and cultural values (BIP 2014). 

Publish and use 
economic, social and 
environmental 
accounts in all 
governments and 
companies 

Share of large tax unit (LTU) 
taxpayers using integrated 
reporting  

Integrated Reporting is a process founded on integrated thinking that results in a periodic 
integrated report by an organisation about value creation over time and related communications 
regarding aspects of value creation. 
An integrated report is a concise communication about how an organisation’s strategy, governance, 
performance and prospects, in the context of its external environment, lead to the creation of value 
in the short, medium and long term (International Integrated Reporting Council).

19
  

Existence of government 
publishing according to the 
System of Environmental-
Economic Accounting 

The System of Environmental-Economic Accounting (SEEA) contains the internationally agreed 
standard concepts, definitions, classifications, accounting rules and tables for producing 
internationally comparable statistics on the environment and its relationship with the economy. The 
SEEA framework follows a similar accounting structure as the System of National Accounts (SNA) 
and uses concepts, definitions and classifications consistent with the SNA in order to facilitate the 
integration of environmental and economic statistics (UNSD 2014b). 

Establish a 
Global 
Partnership for 

Create an enabling 
environment for 
sustainable 

Low-income country debt 
forgiveness or reduction (% of 
GDP) 

Debt forgiveness or reduction shows the change in debt stock due to debt forgiveness. It is derived 
by subtracting debt forgiven and debt stock reduction from debt buyback (World Bank 2014a). 

                                                           
19

 For the International Integrated Reporting Framework, see (IIRC 2013). 

http://www.unisdr.org/we/inform/terminology
http://www.unisdr.org/we/inform/terminology
http://www.unisdr.org/we/inform/terminology
http://www.fao.org/docrep/017/ap862e/ap862e00.pdf
http://www.bipindicators.net/pacoverage
http://www.theiirc.org/the-iirc/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envaccounting/seea.asp
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/DT.DFR.DPPG.CD
http://www.theiirc.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/13-12-08-THE-INTERNATIONAL-IR-FRAMEWORK-2-1.pdf
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Table 6. Targets and indicators to be examined in all countries 

Goal Target Indicator
16

 Comments/Definitions 
Sustainable 
Development 
 
 

development Share of trade in goods and 
services from low-income 
countries under duty-free quota-
free market access  

 

Existence of laws for ensuring 
country by country reporting by 
multi-national corporations, 
disclosure of beneficial ownership 
and preventing money laundering 

  

Increase financing to 
productive capacity in 
low and middle-
income countries 

Share aid to the productive sector  Aid defined as official development assistance (ODA) and other official flows (OOF) and productive 
sector defined as infrastructure, agriculture, manufacturing 

Proportion of foreign direct 
investment to the productive 
sector 

Productive sector defined as infrastructure, agriculture, manufacturing 

Share of South – South 
cooperation to the productive 
sector 

Productive sector defined as infrastructure, agriculture, manufacturing 
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14. Selecting Country-Level Targets and Indicators 

 

Targets and indicators selected by country teams should be informed by the particular development 

challenges facing the country, existing country priorities (as articulated, for example, through national 

development plans) and priorities identified through post-2015 country-level consultations, rather than 

data availability. 

 

14.1 Criteria for selection of targets and indicators  

 

Researchers will need to justify the selection of each target and corresponding indicator(s). While the 

overarching rationale for including a particular target and indicator will necessarily be that they reflect 

country priorities, targets and indicators must also meet technical criteria. In instances where a target or 

indicator does not meet all criteria, it may still be included based on the researcher’s judgment and an 

articulation of the rationale for inclusion.  

Indeed, as Sakiko Fukuda-Parr and Alicia Ely Yamin (2013) have shown, an overemphasis on technical 

criteria for target and indicator inclusion in the MDGs meant that many important issues, such as 

governance and the realisation of human rights, were excluded because they were deemed 

unmeasurable or because data availability and robustness were poor. Yet, the inclusion of particular 

targets and indicators can drive improvements in data sets and their expansion. The focus on simplicity to 

ensure easy communication of the MDGs framework established a reductionist agenda that excluded 

important objectives.  

As discussed below, a number of reports on measurement for the post-2015 agenda argue that targets 

and indicators should be outcome-based and should not prescribe policy choices. Fukuda-Parr and 

Yamin (2013, 4) point out that this focus could exclude process dimensions such as governance and 

participation, as well as measures of states’ efforts to achieve particular outcomes (see also OHCHR 

[2008] and the discussion below). Researchers are encouraged to balance technical criteria with 

consideration of such dimensions. 

Researchers are also strongly encouraged to examine the reading materials under “Target and indicator 

selection” in Annex 3. These documents flesh out key considerations and criteria that country teams can 

use as a basis for justifying the inclusion of targets and indicators. 

The rest of this section provides definitions of goals, targets and indicators and a short narrative on 

criteria that have been suggested for selecting targets and indicators. Tables 7 and 8 highlight criteria for 

identifying good targets and indicators. A discussion about sources for targets and indicators follows. 

14.2 Definitions 

 

The HLP’s report provides definitions for goals, targets and indicators (see HLP 2013, 57). Goals express 

an ambitious but specific commitment, which always starts with an action. Targets are “quantifiable sub-

components that will contribute in a major way to achievement of a goal” and represent an outcome 

variable (e.g., the report refers to reducing by two-thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under-five mortality 

rate). Indicators are the “precise metric from identified databases to assess if the target is being met,” 

such as the under-five mortality rate (see also UNTT [2013] for a similar set of definitions).  
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14.3 Target and indicator criteria 

 

As part of the post-2015 discussions, a number of reports have suggested criteria for selecting targets 

and indicators. In its report, the HLP recommends that the future targets be “SMART”: specific, 

measurable, attainable, relevant and time-bound. The HLP suggests targets (and goals) should address 

critical issues, have a likely strong impact on sustainable development, offer a compelling message that is 

easily understood, be measurable and applicable to all countries, represent the priorities of people 

identified through consultations and be consensus-based, building on existing commitments where 

possible (HLP 2013, 13–14). The Inter-Agency and Expert Group on MDG Indicators (IAEG-MDG) adds 

that targets should also be ambitious but achievable based on historic and current trends (IAEG-MDG 

2013). Others stress the quantifiable nature of targets and argue that the direction of change desired 

should be explicit (e.g., reduce child mortality by x%) (UNTT 2013, 17). 

In his review of measurement choices for the post-2015 agenda, Malcom Langford suggests criteria for 

assessing post-2015 proposals. These criteria are also useful for considering individual and groups of 

targets (and goals). Langford argues that proposals should be assessed primarily in terms of their impact 

on prioritising – boosting –  efforts on particular issues, contribution to democratic legitimacy (i.e., demand 

from citizens, particularly the most marginalised) and universal applicability. He suggests that consistency 

with international law, instrumental value (i.e., cases where the realisation of one target will contribute to 

or help create an enabling environment for other goal areas), focus or potential focus on equality issues, 

and thematic balance or contribution to the overall narrative of the agenda serve as secondary criteria 

(Langford 2013, 17). Table 7 summarises the relevant criteria for target selection in this initiative based 

on the reports above.  
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Table 7. Criteria for target selection 

Criterion Key issues for examination  

Relevance The extent to which the target:  

¶ has a clear connection to the goal, is clear in scope and specific 

¶ is consistent and coherent with existing targets or commitments 

¶ is likely to have a strong impact on sustainable development based on empirical 
research 

¶ represents the priorities of people identified through consultations (i.e., supports 
democratic legitimacy) 

¶ has potential to boost efforts or assist in prioritising particular issues 
Understandability 
and 
communicability 

The extent to which the target: 

¶ is expressed clearly, in language that is easy for different stakeholders to 
understand and tells a compelling narrative or message 

Ambition and 
realism 

 

The extent to which the target: 

¶ is ambitious but achievable based on historic and current trends 

¶ focuses stakeholders efforts without being so unrealistic as to be seen as 
aspirational 

¶ is based on an appropriate timeframe (longer term and time-bound) with 
corresponding baseline years set according to data availability and national 
circumstances 

Measurability
20

  The extent to which targets: 

¶ are specific, measurable and can be quantified in order to guide the design of 
appropriate indicators 

¶ are time-bound, indicate the direction of change desired as well as the absolute 
or relative change desired 

¶ specify desired outcomes and results (rather than processes and programs) 
Consistency with 
international law

21
 

The extent to which targets reflect or strengthen international law standards 

Instrumental 
value 

The extent to which targets contribute to the realisation of other targets/goal owing to 
their own realisation 

Equality focus The extent to which targets focus on or have the potential to focus on equity and 
equality 

 

In the case of indicators, it should be noted that while a number of reports focus on outcome-based 

indicators, country teams may want to consider the use of structural and process indicators in addition to 

outcome indicators (see Box 1 below). Structural and process-based indicators are particularly important 

from a human rights perspective because they measure evidence of fiscal and policy effort. The OWG 

statistical note on human rights gives the example of realising the right to health (OWG 2013). This may 

require ratification of and reporting on an international human rights treaty, or the establishment of 

domestic legislation and policies in areas such as child health and sexual and reproductive health – 

structural indicators. It may also be important to track the number of births attended by skilled health 

personnel, a process indicator, in addition to the maternal mortality ratio, which is an outcome indicator.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
20

 However, it should be noted, as discussed below, that the selection of targets should not necessarily exclude the inclusion of 
structural and process indicators, as well as outcome-based indicators.  
21

 The OWG statistical note for the issue brief on human rights, including the right to development, is a useful source on this issue 
(see OWG 2013).  
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Box 1. Indicator types 

The UN Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights (OHCHR) has developed a framework for 

human rights indicators focusing on structural, process and outcome indicators (see OHCRH [2008]). 

Researchers should not feel confined to outcome indicators in the country study and may use structural 

and process indicators as appropriate given their country context and based on feedback from 

stakeholders.  

Structural indicators 

According to the OHCHR, “structural indicators reflect the ratification and adoption of legal instruments 

and existence of basic institutional mechanisms deemed necessary for facilitating realization of a human 

right” (OHCHR 2008, 11). In other words, they capture the intent or efforts of a government to realise 

human rights. They tend to focus on domestic laws and institutional mechanisms that promote and 

protect rights, though they also look at policy frameworks and strategies that can be used to hold 

governments to account.  

Process indicators  

Process indicators relate policy instruments – public programmes and specific interventions aimed at 

realising intent or commitments to human rights outcomes – that cumulate into outcome indicators 

(OHCHR 2008, 11–12). Process indicators can be understood in terms of “cause-and-effect 

relationships.” Using the example above, ensuring that more skilled health professionals attend births 

(process indicator) should contribute to the effect of reducing maternal morbidity (outcome). Such 

indicators are also useful for monitoring the processes (efforts) that lead to longer-term outcomes.  

Outcome indicators 

The OHCHR (2008, 12) explains that “outcome indicators capture attainments, individual and collective, 

that reflect the status of realization of human rights [or goal] in a given context.” Given that outcomes 

reflect the result of various underlying processes, the OHCHR points out that they are often “slow-moving” 

– they are less sensitive to momentary changes than a process indicator may be. For example, life 

expectancy rates are the function of a number of factors – health, education, security, etc. – and as such, 

changes in overall rates take time.  

 

A number of criteria have also been suggested for selecting indicators. Table 8 offers a compilation of 

criteria suggested by Langford (2013, 19), the IAEG-MDG (2013), the UN System Task Team on the 

Post-2015 UN Development Agenda (UNTT 2013, 20–21)
22

 and the OWG statistical note on human 

rights (OWG 2013). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
22

 Note that criteria relating to data robustness, availability and comparability are included in the reports, but these considerations 
are effectively captured in the section on data quality below. 
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Table 8. Criteria for indicator selection 

Criterion Key issues for examination  

Relevance The extent to which the indicator: 

¶ reflects the theme, clearly linked to the targets 

¶ provides a robust measure of progress and is supported by empirical 
analysis demonstrating its value 

¶ is relevant for policy-making in terms of  
o supporting debate, implementation and assessment of policy or 
o signaling appropriate policy choices and providing a useful 

standard for active monitoring 
Methodological soundness 
and measurability  

 

The extent to which: 

¶ the methodology behind the indicator (data sources, method of 
computation, treatment of missing values, regional estimates, etc.) is 
well documented (or could be) and readily available

23
 

The extent to which the indicator: 

¶ is based on internationally agreed definitions, classification, standards, 
recommendations and best practices 

¶ can be measured in a cost-effective and practical manner with due 
consideration to capacity and potential capacity for data collection and 
analysis  

¶ allows for meaningful trend analysis (i.e., indicators of trends should not 
be based on ad hoc data collection or data which are not statistically 
representative) 

¶ can be disaggregated by social status, region, etc.  
Understandability and 
communicability  

 

The extent to which the indicator: 

¶ is salient, and clear and easy for stakeholders to understand 

¶ is unambiguous for interpreting positive and negative change  

Equality/human rights-
sensitive 

The extent to which the indicator has an equality focus or can be 
disaggregated by different social groups 

Perverse incentives The extent to which the indicator is likely to create perverse incentives, 
such as focusing efforts away from priority areas 

  

14.4 Sources for targets and indicators 

 

A list of targets and indicators has been compiled for each candidate post-2015 goal examined under the 

initiative. Annex 5 provides a list of targets and indicators for each goal area and includes the 

methodology for how the lists were compiled. It also includes a narrative on the key issues identified 

through the UN thematic consultations as well as the key measurement challenges identified by the UN 

System Technical Support Team for each goal area. Researchers should review these sections to inform 

target and indicator selection.  

The list of potential targets and indicators is not exhaustive of what has been suggested for the post-2015 

framework. Not all targets and indicators listed will meet the suggested technical criteria for inclusion. 

Rather, the list serves as a useful reference point for researchers. Researchers are expected to make use 

of other sources proposing targets and indicators, including those originating from country-level analyses 

or plans. A list of additional regional and global sources precedes the tables in the Annex 5 and may be 

                                                           
23

 The extent to which data availability and comparability exist is also typically included in reports, but given the nature of this 

initiative, an indicator should not be vetoed if data are unavailable, particularly if potential exists for establishing robust data sets. 
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useful for identifying targets and indicators that are already being used by others to measure sustainable 

development outcomes or have been suggested during consultations.  

  

15. Examining the Baseline and Data Adequacy 

 

Viable indicators require adequate data so that they can be calculated at the needed intervals. Country 

teams will be required to determine appropriate benchmarks for the indicators selected. For the indicators 

selected by CDP and NSI, the benchmark year is 2010 (or will be very close to it). The needed data 

frequency thereafter depends on the indicator and target as well as on the nature of the portfolio of 

indicators for each target. At least four broad categories of data exist: events-based data, socioeconomic 

and administrative statistics, perception and opinion surveys, and expert judgment (OWG 2013; see also 

OHCHR [2008]). All indicator data will be required at least every five years, where appropriate, and many 

indicators will require annual data. Similarly, some targets will require indicators that can be calculated at 

various degrees of disaggregation.  

 

To examine indicator feasibility, country teams will identify and discuss data sources and quality and 

evaluate data adequacy for each indicator. Based on this analysis, teams will propose a data (revolution) 

strategy to support feasible indicators permitting measurement of progress toward each target. The 

issues regarding data features below may not be relevant for all indicators, but many will be relevant for 

each indicator. 

 

15.1 Identifying sources 

 

For all indicators, country teams will identify the country-level sources. They will also note possible 

unofficial sources that could be used to monitor progress against post-2015 at the country-level. 

Teams will examine the main features of each source with respect to usefulness for calculating the 

relevant indicator. They will also examine discrepancies between sources.  

 

15.2 Establishing the baseline 

 

By reviewing the identified data sources, county teams will be able to identify options for the benchmark 

year. Teams will identify whether data are available for the reference year of 2010, and if not, what the 

alternative baseline year could be based on historic and current trends as well as feedback from 

stakeholders. 

 

16. Examining data adequacy 

 

For each indicator, data adequacy should be assessed for all available country- and global-level sources. 

Researchers will assess whether there are sufficient data for the reasonably accurate and comprehensive 

measuring and monitoring of progress towards each target. Table 10 below provides a quality 

assessment framework. This framework draws from and builds on criteria of four global and regional 

quality assurance frameworks – the UN’s Generic National Quality Assurance Framework (NQAF) 

Template (Expert Group on NQAF 2012), the European Statistics Code of Practice (ESSC 2011), the 

International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) Data Quality Assessment Framework (DQAF) (IMF 2006) and the 

Code of Good Practice in Statistics for Latin America and the Caribbean (Working Group on Capacity 

Building 2011) – along with Statistics Canada’s Quality Assurance Framework (ECOSOC 2010). 
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The five main criteria for examining data quality are:  

¶ Relevance  

¶ Accuracy and reliability 

¶ Timeliness and punctuality 

¶ Accessibility and clarity 

¶ Coherence and comparability 

 
Each criterion comprises several components that have been divided into corresponding sub-

components. In addition to the narrative that will accompany teams’ examinations of data availability and 

accessibility for targets and indicators, teams will conduct a simple data quality assessment for each goal 

area against the five main criteria. The components and sub-components below provide key 

considerations for each criterion. Using the global targets and indicators as the basis for analysis, each 

goal area will be given an overall score. This score will represent the total of the scores given to each 

criterion on a scale of 1 to 5. A score of 5 means that the data for the goal area meet all of the criteria 

sub-components, 3 means that the data meet more than half of the criteria sub-components and 0 means 

that they meet none of the components. Scores 2 and 4 can be used to describe intermediate levels. 

Scores for goals do not need to be totaled. Information should be presented in Excel or CSV using only 

three columns (goal, criteria, score). Table 9 provides an example of what this would look like in practice. 

 
Table 9. Example of quality assessment framework application 

Goal Criteria Score  
5 = meets all of the criteria components 
3 = meets more than half of the criteria sub-
components  
0 = meets none of the sub-components   

End poverty  Relevance 5 

End poverty Accuracy and reliability 3 

End poverty Timeliness and punctuality 1 

End poverty Accessibility and clarity 4 

End poverty Coherence and comparability  2 
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Table 10. Quality Assessment Framework  

Criterion Components (scale) Sub-components (scale) 
Relevance Completeness  

Main question: How complete are the data? 
Policy requirements for data collection 

Guidelines for data collection 

Procedures to coordinate statistical information 

Procedures to perform regular programme reviews 

Advisory council to advise on statistical priorities 

Availability of metadata 

User needs  
Main question: Do the data correspond with user 
needs? 

Agreements with user about the data content and priorities 

Procedures to track user needs and uses of the statistics 

Information about the survey objectives  

Legislative requirement to consult with the user on data collection 

User satisfaction  
Main question: Do the data satisfy user needs? 

Regular follow-ups with users to ensure user satisfaction 

Periodic consultations with users to check for their feedback  

Post-collection evaluations to compare data outcomes with user needs 

Accuracy and 
reliability 

Sampling and non-sampling errors  
Main question: What procedures are in place to 
reduce sampling and non-sampling errors? 

Measurement, evaluation and systematic documentation of sampling and non-sampling errors 

Mechanisms to ensure survey samples closely represent the population under study  

Quality assurance plan to prevent, monitor and evaluate non-sampling errors 

Compilation of user feedback to assess the relevance of the statistical study for user purpose 

Systematic and random errors 
Main question: What procedures are in place to 
reduce systematic and random errors? 

Systems to assess source data, intermediate results and statistical outputs  

Procedures to measure and reduce errors 

Regular assessment of data sources 

Systematic comparison of data and results with data and results from other existing sources to ensure validity  

Assessment report of statistical discrepancies in intermediate data 

Revisions analysed to improve statistical process 

Revision measures  
Main question: What measures are in place to 
revise the data? 

Policies for documenting principles and procedures for data revision 

Transparent and standard procedures for revising data  

Periodic quality reporting on the accuracy of data collected 

Public access to revision policies 

Information that clearly identifies preliminary and revised data 

Information that shows timely correction of errors found in published statistics 

Timeliness and 
punctuality 

Timeliness  
Main question: How quickly are the data released 
for dissemination or further processing? 

Release policy distinguishing between statistical outputs and the corresponding release procedures and 
timeliness targets 

Compliance with timeliness targets like the IMF data dissemination standards  

Official calendar to announce advance release dates of major statistics 

Attainable schedule for the production process 

Maximum time allowed to elapse between the end of the reference period and the availability of the data 

Procedures to ensure timely and effective flow of data from providers  

Procedures to consult with users about the periodicity of the statistics 

Punctuality  
Main question: Whether the data are delivered 
according to the official due date? 

Action or contingency plans to address delays in data release date 

Procedures to regularly monitor the punctuality of every release as per the release calendar 

Notifications provided for any divergences from the advanced release time and publication of new release 
dates  

Formal explanations provided in the event of a delay 

Accessibility Accessibility  Data dissemination strategy and policy, including clear pricing policy for governing the dissemination 
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Table 10. Quality Assessment Framework  

Criterion Components (scale) Sub-components (scale) 
and clarity  Main question: How easily are the data 

accessible? 
Policy or guideline to ensure that the data are made available to all users (including any restrictions that may 
apply) 

Strategies to release data, metadata and microdata  

Availability of publication catalogues for users 

Application of information and communication technology to disseminate data (in addition to hard-copy 
publications) 

Navigable website that allows users to access data and metadata and facilitates self-tabulation in a variety of 
formats 

Periodic consultation with users to ensure dissemination formats satisfy user needs  

Procedures to request data that are not readily available to the public 

Clarity  
Main question: How clearly are the data presented 
to all users? 

Guidelines describing the appropriate content and preferred formats and style of the agency’s outputs 

Presentation of statistics that facilitate proper interpretation and meaningful comparisons 

Regular production of up-to-date methodological documents and quality reports  

Staff training and development programmes for writing about statistics 

User support or information services for handling questions related to the data 

Procedure to annotate differences between international standards, guidelines or good practices 

Statistics presented in a clear and understandable manner 

Explanatory texts accompany the data 

Meaningful comparisons included in the publication 

Metadata and microdata  
Main question: How accessible and readable are 
the metadata and microdata?  

Policies to provide documentation on concepts, scope, classifications, data sources, basis of recording, 
compilation methods, etc. with the  release of statistical results 

Procedures to ensure metadata are documented according to standardised metadata systems 

Procedures to ensure metadata are updated regularly 

Availability of microdata  

Rules and protocols for accessing microdata 

Coherence and 
comparability 

Consistency                
Main question: How consistent are the data 
internally or cross-sectorally? 

Policy promoting cooperation and exchange of knowledge between individual statistical 
programmes/domains 

Specific guidelines for individual statistical programmes/domains to ensure outputs obtained from 
complementary sources are properly combined 

Process-specific procedures to ensure outputs are internally coherent 

Information provided to users on the effects of changes in methodologies on final estimates 

Comparability             
Main question: How comparable are the data over 
time? 

Extent to which statistics derived from different sources or different periodicities are  comparable 

Clear explanation and reconciliation provided for any methodological changes or differences  

Analysis of the major related statistics before designing a new individual statistical programme/domain 

Comparison provided with other statistical sources that contain the same or similar information (including 
identification of divergences with explanations) 

Standardisation          
Main question: Are the data produced using 
common standards with respect to scope, 
definitions, classifications and units? 

Common standards for concepts, definitions, units and classifications to promote coherence, consistency and 
comparability of the statistics 

Periodic assessment of compliance with international and national standards for statistical production 

Explanation provided for any deviations from international and national standards to users 

Reference made to common repository of concepts, definitions and classifications when designing a new 
individual statistical programme/domain 

Quality reporting includes assessment of internal consistency and comparability over time 



 

35 

17. Data Strategies for Post-2015 Targets 

 

For each target, researchers will discuss where there are sufficient data to support an adequate portfolio 

of indicators for reasonably accurate and comprehensive measuring and monitoring of progress. They will 

summarise the sources and features of data supporting each indicator used to monitor progress toward 

each target.  

Researchers will nominate the preferred sources of data for each indicator. Where discrepancies between 

sources in the data adequacy assessment exist (e.g., between country-level sources or between country- 

and global-level sources), researchers will document these and identify the reasons for the discrepancies. 

They will also discuss how the differences affect how the data are interpreted. Finally, teams will discuss 

the implications and trade-offs embedded in making data internationally comparable vis-à-vis country-

level data needs. 

Where data are inadequate for targets and indicators that will be examined across all countries, 

researchers will explore the possible use of proxy indicators for meeting the needs of the post-2015 

framework. The implications of using second-best data and indicators, in terms of reliability, comparability 

and ease of interpretation of measurement of progress toward targets, should also be examined. 

 

17.1 Understanding drivers of data gaps and improvements  

 

Researchers will examine data gaps arising during the country study. Data gaps refer to instances when: 

1) there are no data, 2) data exist but are not in a usable form or in the form needed to measure progress 

and 3) data exist but no one is using them because global approaches, including the emphasis on 

international comparability, mean that the information has not been reconciled with a country’s needs and 

priorities.  

Where data gaps exist, researchers will investigate why this is the case. The underlying reasons for data 

inadequacy may be a combination of financial, technical, institutional, capacity and/or political constraints.  

Key informant interviews and focus groups will comprise the key sources of information for this part of the 

assessment. Country teams will examine: 

¶ political barriers to addressing data gaps 

¶ changes that would need to be made to current data collection practices to fill these gaps, noting 

whether these would require marginal changes (e.g., an additional question added to an existing 

national household survey) or new and substantive data collection work (e.g., a completely new 

module in a national household survey) 

¶ resources needed to close the data gaps, informed by current circumstances and the drivers for 

improvements in data collection over the past decade 

 

18. Examining the Feasibility of Global Minimum Targets 

 

For country-determined targets, researchers are expected to select appropriate levels of ambition based 

on country circumstances and in consultation with stakeholders. However, a number of targets have been 

included in the initiative that represent “global minimum standards” or “zero targets,” some of which may 

be included in the post-2015 framework (e.g., end extreme poverty). The feasibility of selected zero 

targets and global minimum standard targets, presented in Table 11, will be examined by all country 
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teams. The year 2010 (or close to it) will be the baseline where possible and 2030 will be the target 

date.
24

  

 

 

Researchers will document their assumptions for testing feasibility, and where targets do not appear 

feasible, will identify why and, based on their understanding of country context, what a more feasible 

target would be.
26

 Factors that inform assessment of target feasibility are outlined in Table 12. 

 

                                                           
24

 Some, such as the HLP, are calling for a 2015 baseline. This will take considerable time and effort to establish. For this initiative, 
therefore, a 2010 baseline will be used. 
25

 Assumes disaggregation (sex, income, urban/rural and minorities/sector, if relevant). 
26

 The Monitoring and Measurement Group of the UN System Task Team on the Post-2015 UN Development Agenda argues that 
“numerical targets should be ambitious enough to focus policymakers and public attention and effort but not so ambitious or vague 
as to sound more aspirational than realistic” (UNTT 2013, 19). 
27

 From UNTT (2013, vi): “Target-setting and indicators must be informed by population data and projections . . . Targets must take 
into account growing populations and changing age compositions . . . population mobility, growth of cities and changes in the spatial 
distribution of people.” 

Table 11.  Global minimum standard targets to be examined 

Goal Target Indicator
25

 
End poverty End extreme income poverty Proportion of population below US$1.25 (PPP) per day 

Ensure quality education 
for all 

Ensure all children have access to 
early childhood and quality primary 
and secondary education  

% of girls and boys who complete primary school 

% of girls and boys who complete secondary school 

% of girls and boys who achieve a passing grade in national 
learning assessments at the primary school level 

Create jobs, sustainable 
livelihoods and inclusive 
growth for all 

Ensure equal pay for equal work  Mean nominal monthly earnings of employees (local currency) 

Ensure sustainable 
energy and develop 
infrastructure for all 

Ensure full access to developed 
infrastructure and communication 
technology  

Internet users (per 1,000 people)  

% of the population with access to an all-season road 

% of adults with an account at a formal financial institution 

Ensure access to energy and 
improve efficiency and 
sustainability of energy supply, 
including renewable energy  

# of  hours per day households have access to electricity on 
average 

Share of the population with access to modern cooking solutions 
(%)  

Establish open, 
accountable, inclusive and 
effective institutions, rule 
of law and peaceful and 
inclusive society  

Provide free and universal legal 
identity, such as birth registrations 

% of children under five who are registered with the civil 
authority  

Proportion of adults with a basic legal identity document 

Establish a sustainable, 
healthy and resilient 
environment for all  

Publish and use economic, social 
and environmental accounts in all 
governments and companies 

Share of large tax unit (LTU) taxpayers using integrated 
reporting  

Existence of government publishing according to the System of 
Environmental-Economic Accounting 

Establish a Global 
Partnership for 
Sustainable Development 

Create an enabling environment 
for sustainable development 

Existence of laws for ensuring country-by-country reporting by 
multinational corporations, disclosure of beneficial ownership 
and preventing money laundering 

Table 12. Factors informing assessment of target feasibility 

Factor Questions to answer at country level 
Recent trends How does the target align with recent country history? Identify trends (1990–2010) and projections 

(2010–30) via simple data analysis (e.g., demographic trends) and/or by econometric extrapolation or 
modelling. 

Policy priorities and 
available resources 

Is this a policy priority of the government? Are there resources available to support the achievement of 
the target? 

Historical examples Has the target been achieved in other countries or contexts and does this experience suggest that 
achievement will be possible? 

Demographic factors What demographic factors, such as population growth, changing age composition, population mobility 
and the changing spatial distribution of people, influence target feasibility?

27
 

Risks To what degree will success in achieving targets be influenced by, for example, commodity prices, 
climate change shocks or outbreak of conflict? 
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19. Political Economy Dimensions of the Data Availability–Transparency–Accountability 

Nexus 

 

Improvements in data availability, reliability and capacity on their own will not lead to the scale of policy 

change and progress required to meet the ambitions of the post-2015 agenda. Data need to be 

accessible and useable to be harnessed and used by citizens and communities to monitor progress and 

hold governments to account. In short, the data revolution needs to be accompanied by an accountability 

revolution. 

Country teams will examine the political economy dimensions of data availability, accessibility and 

transparency during the country study. This will include: 

¶ issues related to institutional capacity 

¶ who funds data collection and the implications that this has for national statistical authorities and 

the types of data collected 

¶ the role of technology and non-traditional forms of data collection to improve the availability, 

accessibility and transparency of data 

¶ how available and accessible nationally produced data are to researchers, civil society and 

citizens 

¶ drivers that have led to the improvement of data accessibility and transparency 

¶ the existence of consistent gaps in data accessibility and transparency and their causes 

¶ expectations that different stakeholders have for the “data revolution” based on past experience 

and ongoing post-2015 discussions at the country level – what they expect to change and what 

they would like to see changed 

 

Country teams will make use of information from country-level consultations, key informant interviews and 

focus group discussions with different stakeholders to address these dimensions. 

Given that the data availability–transparency–accountability nexus will vary according to country context, 

researchers will be expected to identify key avenues for further exploration on each issue to inform their 

discussions with stakeholders. Based on their findings, researchers will offer key policy recommendations 

for government, civil society and international development partners to improve data accessibility and 

transparency at the country level.  
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Outreach and Communications 
 

 

Country teams will be expected to draft an outreach and communications plan that identifies: 1) target 

audience(s), 2) country- and regional-level outreach and policy engagement opportunities and 3) how 

they will disseminate research findings at the country and regional levels beyond the activities undertaken 

by CPD and NSI. Teams should prepare a list of potential country-level and regional engagement 

opportunities early during the initiative to submit to CPD and NSI. Submissions will be used to populate 

the initiative’s website. 

In addition to completing a country report, each team is expected to contribute op-eds and/or blogs over 

the duration of the initiative relating to their experience at country level and/or commenting on global 

discussions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.post2015datatest.com/
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Monitoring and Evaluation 
 

The initiative includes some basic monitoring and evaluation. To assess the extent to which Southern 

experiences and perspectives have been brought into global post-2015 and data revolution discussions, 

country teams are expected to report on their participation in domestic, regional and global events. At the 

end of the initiative, CPD and NSI will ask teams to provide them with key reflections on the initiative, their 

experience (what went well and less well) and the extent to which they feel their capacity to engage in 

global discussions has improved. 

 

Another important marker of success will be increased awareness of the post-2015 process at the country 

level. The initiative is set to engage a broad range of stakeholders at country level over the course of the 

research. While the initiative aims to inform global discussions on post-2015 and the data revolution, it will 

also work to inform country-level positions on both agendas, including national priorities. Country teams 

should keep a log of the number and type of key stakeholders with whom they engage. At the validation 

workshop, researchers will solicit anonymous feedback from participants through a simple questionnaire 

about how the research findings have influenced their perspectives on post-2015 and the data revolution 

and what impact the research findings will have on their work. A list of evaluation questions is provided in 

Box 2 below. Country teams may include additional questions that they deem appropriate for evaluating 

the impact of research findings. 

 

Box 2. Validation workshop evaluation questions 

1. Please indicate the type of organisation you represent: 
Public sector                                                             
Civil society 
Private sector 
Research institution 
Other _______________                                                                       
 
2. Please describe what you found most and least useful about the workshop. 
 
3. Have some of your views been modified as a result of the workshop discussions? If yes, how 
so? If no, why not? 
 
4. How will the research findings presented at the workshop impact your development-related 
activities?  
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Annex 1. Summary of Research Process 
 

Data 
collection 
methods 
throughout 

Research process Research 
execution 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Literature and 
document review 
 
 
 
Data mapping 
and analysis 
 
 
 
Key informant 
interviews 
 
 
 
Peer review 
 
 
 
Focus group 
discussions 

Country selection 
Objective: To select a diverse set of countries to include in the study. 

 
 
 
Initiative level: 
conducted by 
CPD/NSI 

Goal Selection 
Objective: To select the set of goals to include in the study. 

Target and Indicator Mapping and Selection  
Objective: To compile a list of potential targets and indicators to track progress against post-2015 goals and to identify targets and 
indicators to be examined in all countries. 
Research questions: 

¶ What are some of the likely challenges of implementing a universal but country-relevant framework of post-2015 goals, targets 
and indicators, particularly from a measurement perspective?  

Target and Indicator Selection ï Country Level 
Objective: To identify country-specific targets and indicators to be examined at the country level. 
Research questions: 

¶ What are some of the likely challenges of implementing a universal but country-relevant framework of post-2015 goals, targets 
and indicators, particularly from a measurement perspective?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Country level: 
conducted by 
country teams 

Examining Baseline and Data Adequacy 
Objective: To assess what a baseline for selected indicators could be and assess data adequacy for selected indicators. 
Research questions:  

¶ What is the adequacy of data, including disaggregated data, for measuring post-2015 progress across a select set of goals at 
the country level? Proxy indicators in the absence of required data? Implications for setting a baseline?   

¶ Where improvements in data quality, accessibility and transparency have been made in the past, what have been the drivers? 
Where gaps exist, why? What does this mean for improving data adequacy for post-2015?  

Examining Target Feasibility 
Objective: To examine the feasibility of “zero” or “global minimum standard” targets, as well as identify country-specific targets (which 
may have already been identified through national planning processes). 
Research questions: 

¶ How feasible and relevant are select candidate “zero” or “global minimum standard” targets in different country contexts?  

Understanding Data Availability, Accessibility and Transparency 
Objective: To understand data accessibility and transparency at the country level. 
Research questions: 

¶ Where improvements in data quality, accessibility and transparency have been made, what have been the drivers? Where gaps 
exist, why?  

¶ How could technology-enabled and non-traditional modes of data collection support measurement of the post-2015 agenda? 
What expectations do different stakeholders have for a “data revolution”? What are likely opportunities and constraints? 
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Annex 2. Goal Selection 
 

Table 2.1. Priorities and Goals Proposed by Selected UN and Unofficial Reports and Initiatives 

Theme  Report of the 
Secretary-
General on 
the MDGs and 
the UN 
development 
agenda 
beyond 2015 

Report of 
High Level 
Panel on the 
Post-2015 
Development 
Agenda 

Sustainable 
Development 
Solutions 
Network 

Global 
Compact 
ñCorporate 
Sustainability 
and UN Post-
2015 
Development 
Agendaò   

MY World 
Survey 
 
 

Progress 
Report of the 
Open Working 
Group (OWG) 
on 
Sustainable 
Development 
Goals 

Save the 
Children 

Centre for 
International 
Governance 
Innovation 
(CIGI) 

Global Agenda 
Council on 
Benchmarking 
Progress 

Poverty  Eradicate 
poverty in all 
its forms 
 
 

End poverty 
 

End extreme 
poverty 
including 
hunger 
 

End poverty 
and increase 
prosperity via 
inclusive 
economic 
growth 

 Poverty 
eradication 

 

Eradicate 
extreme 
poverty and 
reduce 
relative 
poverty 
(through 
inclusive 
growth and 
decent work) 

 Zero goal for 
income poverty 
 
 

Inclusion and 
equality 

Tackle 
exclusion and 
inequality 

        

Gender 
equality 

Empower 
women and 
girls 

Empower girls 
and women 
and achieve 
gender 
equality 

Gender 
equality, 
(social 
inclusion and 
human rights) 

 Equality 
between men 
and women 

  Gender equality 
for enabling 
women and men 
to participate and 
benefit equally in 
society 
 

Gender equality 

Employment 
and inclusive 
growth 

Promote 
inclusive and 
sustainable 
growth and 
decent 
employment 

Create jobs, 
sustainable 
livelihoods, 
and equitable 
growth 
 

Improve 
agricultural 
systems and 
raise rural 
prosperity 
 

End poverty 
and increase 
prosperity via 
inclusive 
economic 
growth 

Better job 
opportunities 
 
Support for 
people who 
can’t work 

Employment 
and decent 
work for all, 
social 
protection 

 

(Eradicate 
extreme 
poverty and 
reduce 
relative 
poverty) 
through 
inclusive 
growth and 
decent work 
 
 

Inclusive growth 
for dignified 
livelihoods and 
adequate 
standards of 
living 
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Theme  Report of the 
Secretary-
General on 
the MDGs and 
the UN 
development 
agenda 
beyond 2015 

Report of 
High Level 
Panel on the 
Post-2015 
Development 
Agenda 

Sustainable 
Development 
Solutions 
Network 

Global 
Compact 
ñCorporate 
Sustainability 
and UN Post-
2015 
Development 
Agendaò   

MY World 
Survey 
 
 

Progress 
Report of the 
Open Working 
Group (OWG) 
on 
Sustainable 
Development 
Goals 

Save the 
Children 

Centre for 
International 
Governance 
Innovation 
(CIGI) 

Global Agenda 
Council on 
Benchmarking 
Progress 

Education Provide quality 
education and 
lifelong 
learning 
 

Provide quality 
education and 
lifelong 
learning 
 

Ensure 
effective 
learning for all 
children and 
youth for life 
and livelihood 

Quality 
education for 
all 

A good 
education 
 

Education Ensure all 
children 
receive a 
good-quality 
education 
and have 
good learning 
outcomes 
 

Appropriate 
education and 
skills for full 
participation in 
society 

Education for all 

Health  Improve health 
 

Ensure 
healthy lives 
 

Achieve health 
and well-being 
at all ages 
 

Universal 
health 
coverage 

Better health 
care 
 

Health End 
preventable 
child and 
maternal 
mortality and 
provide 
healthcare for 
all 
 

Good health for 
physical, mental 
and social well-
being 

Basic health for 
all 

Food security, 
nutrition and 
hunger 

End hunger 
and 
malnutrition 
 

Ensure food 
security and 
good nutrition 
 

End extreme 
poverty 
including 
hunger 

 

Good nutrition 
for all through 
sustainable 
food and 
agricultural 
systems 

Affordable 
and nutritious 
food 

 

Food security 
and nutrition 

(Eradicate 
hunger, halve 
stunting) and 
ensure 
universal 
access to 
sustainable 
food (water 
and 
sanitation) 

Sufficient food 
and water for 
active living 

Zero goal for 
hunger 

Water and 
sanitation  

 Achieve 
universal 
access to 
water and 
sanitation 

 Water and 
sanitation for 
all 
 

Access to 
clean water 
and sanitation 
 

Water and 
sanitation 

(Eradicate 
hunger, halve 
stunting and 
ensure 
universal 
access to 
sustainable 
food), water 
and 
sanitation 
 
 
 
 

Sufficient food 
and water for 
active living 
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Theme  Report of the 
Secretary-
General on 
the MDGs and 
the UN 
development 
agenda 
beyond 2015 

Report of 
High Level 
Panel on the 
Post-2015 
Development 
Agenda 

Sustainable 
Development 
Solutions 
Network 

Global 
Compact 
ñCorporate 
Sustainability 
and UN Post-
2015 
Development 
Agendaò   

MY World 
Survey 
 
 

Progress 
Report of the 
Open Working 
Group (OWG) 
on 
Sustainable 
Development 
Goals 

Save the 
Children 

Centre for 
International 
Governance 
Innovation 
(CIGI) 

Global Agenda 
Council on 
Benchmarking 
Progress 

Environmental 
sustainability 
and disaster 
resilience 

Address 
climate change 
 
Address 
environmental 
challenges 
 

Manage 
natural 
resource 
assets 
sustainably 

Curb human-
induced 
climate change 
and ensure 
green energy 
for all 

 
Secure 
ecosystem 
services, 
biodiversity, 
and good 
management 
of natural 
resources 
 
Achieve 
development 
within 
planetary 
boundaries 

 Action on 
climate 
change 
 
Protecting 
forests, rivers, 
and oceans 
 

Sustainable 
agriculture, 
desertification, 
land 
degradation 
and drought 

Build disaster 
resilient 
societies 
 
A 
sustainable, 
healthy and 
resilient 
environment 
for all 

Sustainable 
management of 
the biosphere for 
people and 
planet to thrive 
together 
 
Resilient 
communities for 
reduced disaster 
impact from 
natural and man-
made hazards 

Clean and 
sustainable 
environment for 
all 

Energy and 
infrastructure 

 Secure 
sustainable 
energy 
 

Curb human-
induced 
climate change 
and ensure 
green energy 
for all 
 
Empower 
inclusive, 
productive, 
and resilient 
cities 
 

Sustainable 
energy for all 

Reliable 
energy at 
home 
 
Phone and 
internet 
access 
 
Better 
transport and 
roads 

Access to and 
good 
management of 
the essentials 
of human well-
being, such as 
food, water, 
health, and 
energy 

Deliver 
sustainable 
energy for all 

Connectivity for 
access to 
energy, 
transportation, 
and 
communications 

Infrastructure 

Governance 
and human 
rights 

Build peace 
and effective 
governance 
based on rule 
of law and 
sound 
institutions 

Ensure good 
governance 
and effective 
institutions 
 
 

 Good 
governance 
and realisation 
of human 
rights 
 

An honest 
and 
responsive 
government 
 
Political 
freedoms 

 Governance 
will be more 
open, 
accountable 
and inclusive 

Good 
governance and 
rule of law for 
citizens 
participation and 
personal and 
community 
security 
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Theme  Report of the 
Secretary-
General on 
the MDGs and 
the UN 
development 
agenda 
beyond 2015 

Report of 
High Level 
Panel on the 
Post-2015 
Development 
Agenda 

Sustainable 
Development 
Solutions 
Network 

Global 
Compact 
ñCorporate 
Sustainability 
and UN Post-
2015 
Development 
Agendaò   

MY World 
Survey 
 
 

Progress 
Report of the 
Open Working 
Group (OWG) 
on 
Sustainable 
Development 
Goals 

Save the 
Children 

Centre for 
International 
Governance 
Innovation 
(CIGI) 

Global Agenda 
Council on 
Benchmarking 
Progress 

Peace and 
security 

Build peace 
and effective 
governance 
based on the 
rule of law and 
sound 
institutions 
 

Ensure stable 
and peaceful 
societies 
 

 Build peaceful 
and stable 
Societies 

Protection 
against  crime 
and violence 
 
Freedom from 
discrimination 
and 
persecution 

 Ensure all 
children live a 
life free from 
all forms of 
violence, are 
protected in 
conflict and 
thrive in a 
safe family 
environment 
 

Good 
governance and 
rule of law for 
citizens 
participation and 
personal and 
community 
security 

 

Demographic 
challenges 

Address 
demographic 
challenges 

 
Enhance the 
positive 
contribution of 
migrants 
 
Meet the 
challenges of 
urbanisation 

    Youth  
 
Population 
dynamics 

   

Global 
partnership  

Foster a 
renewed global 
partnership 

Create a 
global 
enabling 
environment 
and catalyse 
long-term 
finance 

Transform 
governance for 
sustainable 
development  
 

   
 

Robust global 
partnerships 
for more and 
effective use 
of financial 
resources 

Equitable rules 
for the 
governance of 
global institutions 
and co-operative 
partnerships 

Global 
partnership and 
good 
governance 
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Annex 3. Key Resources 
 

20. Post-2015 

 
20.1 Key sources 

 
ECE (Economic Commission for Europe), ESCAP (Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific), ECLAC (Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean), ECA (Economic 
Commission for Africa), and ESCWA (Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia). 2013. A 
Regional Perspective on the Post-2015 United Nations Development Agenda. New York: United 
Nations. http://www.regionalcommissions.org/post2015regionalreport.pdf. 

HLP (High Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda). 2013. A New Global 
Partnership: Eradicate Poverty and Transform Economies Through Sustainable Development. New 
York: United Nations. http://www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_P2015_Report.pdf 

OWG (Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals). Sustainable Development Knowledge 
Platform (website). http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/owg.html.

28
   

SDSN (Sustainable Development Solutions Network). 2013. An Action Agenda for Sustainable 
Development: Report for the UN Secretary-General. Paris: SDSN. 
http://unsdsn.org/resources/publications/an-action-agenda-for-sustainable-development. 

UN (United Nations). 2013. Special Event 25 September: Outcome document. 
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/Outcome%20documentMDG.pdf 

———. The World We Want 2015 (website). www.worldwewant2015.org. 
———. 2013. Process Overview. http://unstats.un.org/unsd/broaderprogress/pdf/Post-

2015%20Process%20overview%20(May%202013).pdf.
29

  
UNSG (United Nations Secretary-General). 2013. A Life of Dignity for All: Accelerating Progress Towards 

the Millennium Development Goals and Advancing the United Nations Development Agenda Beyond 
2015. A/68/202. New York: United Nations. 
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/A%20Life%20of%20Dignity%20for%20All.pdf. 

UN System Technical Support Team. Various briefs on thematic areas of study (available on website, 
click “UN System inputs” tab). http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1549.

30
  

 
20.2 Target and indicator selection 

 
Fukuda-Parr, Sakiko. 2013. “Global Development Goal Setting as a Policy Tool for Global Governance: 
Intended and Unintended Consequences.” Working paper number 108, International Policy Centre for 
Inclusive Growth, Brasilia.  http://www.ipc-undp.org/pub/IPCWorkingPaper108.pdf. 

IAEG-MDG (Inter-Agency and Expert Group on MDG Indicators). 2013. Lessons Learned from MDG 
Monitoring From A Statistical Perspective: Report of the Task Team on Lessons Learned from MDG 
Monitoring of the IAEG-MDG. New York: United Nations. 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/broaderprogress/pdf/Lesson%20Learned%20from%20MDG%20Monitoring_
2013-03-22%20(IAEG).pdf. 

Langford, Malcolm. 2013. The Art of the Impossible: Measurement Choices and the Post-2015 
Development Agenda. Background Paper for “Governance and Human Rights: Criteria and 
Measurement Proposals for a Post-2015 Development Agenda,” OHCHR/UNDP Expert Consultation, 
New York, November 2012. http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/776langford.pdf. 

UNTT (United Nations System Task Team on the Post-2015 UN Development Agenda). 2013. Statistics 
and Indicators for the Post-2015 Development Agenda. New York: United Nations. 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/untaskteam_undf/UNTT_MonitoringReport_WEB.pdf 

                                                           
28

 Website provides latest meeting documents, events and other important information. 
29

 Simple reference document that provides overview of UN processes for post-2015/SDGs. 
30

 Offers overview of key issues for each thematic area for post-2015, less on targets/indicators but most notes include references to 
key issues for measurement. 

http://www.regionalcommissions.org/post2015regionalreport.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_P2015_Report.pdf
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/owg.html
http://unsdsn.org/resources/publications/an-action-agenda-for-sustainable-development
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/Outcome%20documentMDG.pdf
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/
ttp://unstats.un.org/unsd/broaderprogress/pdf/Post-2
ttp://unstats.un.org/unsd/broaderprogress/pdf/Post-2
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/A%20Life%20of%20Dignity%20for%20All.pdf
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1549
http://www.ipc-undp.org/pub/IPCWorkingPaper108.pdf
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/broaderprogress/pdf/Lesson%20Learned%20from%20MDG%20Monitoring_2013-03-22%20(IAEG).pdf
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/broaderprogress/pdf/Lesson%20Learned%20from%20MDG%20Monitoring_2013-03-22%20(IAEG).pdf
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/776langford.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/untaskteam_undf/UNTT_MonitoringReport_WEB.pdf
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20.3 Other 

 
Post2015.org. http://post2015.org.

31
 

 

21. Data Revolution  

 
21.1 Key documents 

 
HLP Secretariat. 2013. What is the Data Revolution? August 27. http://www.post2015hlp.org/wp-

content/uploads/2013/08/What-is-the-Data-Revolution.pdf. 
OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development). 2013. Strengthening National 

Statistical Systems to Monitor Global Goals. OECD and Post-2015 Reflections, Element 5, Paper 1. 
Paris: OECD. 

PARIS21 (Partnership in Statistics for Development in the 21st Century). 2009. PARIS21 at Ten: 
Improvements in Statistical Capacity since 1999. Paris: PARIS21. 
http://paris21.org/sites/default/files/P21-at-10.pdf. 

———. 2013. Towards a Post-2015 Framework that Counts: Aligning Global Monitoring Demand with 
National Statistical Capacity Development. PARIS21 Discussion Paper Series No. 1. 
http://mortenjerven.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Panel-8-Jutting.pdf. 

 
21.2 Other 

 
Glennie, Jonathan.  2013. “A Development Data Revolution Needs to Go Beyond the Geeks and  

Bean-Counters.” Poverty Matters Blog. Guardian, October 3. http://www.theguardian.com/global-
development/poverty-matters/2013/oct/03/data-revolution-development-policy. 

Kharas, Homi. 2013. “A Data Revolution for the Post-2015 Agenda?” Future Development (blog), World 
Bank, October 1. http://blogs.worldbank.org/futuredevelopment/data-revolution-post-2015-
agenda?cid=EXT_WBBlogSocialShare_D_EXT. 

OWG (Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals). 2013. “Informal Meeting of the Open 
Working Group on Measuring Progress” (presentations and resources on website). 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/Dissemination/workshops/OWG_2013/default.html. 

Post2015.org. Data Revolution (blog series). http://post2015.org/tag/data-revolution. 

 

  

                                                           
31

 Serves as a hub for ideas, issues and resources on post-2015 (resources, events, news, blogs, etc.). Offers a convenient 
newsletter subscription. 

http://post2015.org/
http://www.post2015hlp.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/What-is-the-Data-Revolution.pdf
http://www.post2015hlp.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/What-is-the-Data-Revolution.pdf
http://paris21.org/sites/default/files/P21-at-10.pdf
http://mortenjerven.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Panel-8-Jutting.pdf
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-matters/2013/oct/03/data-revolution-development-policy
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-matters/2013/oct/03/data-revolution-development-policy
http://blogs.worldbank.org/futuredevelopment/data-revolution-post-2015-agenda?cid=EXT_WBBlogSocialShare_D_EXT
http://blogs.worldbank.org/futuredevelopment/data-revolution-post-2015-agenda?cid=EXT_WBBlogSocialShare_D_EXT
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/Dissemination/workshops/OWG_2013/default.html
http://post2015.org/tag/data-revolution
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Annex 4. Country-Level Workshop Agenda 
 

Post-2015 Data Test:  Country-Level Workshop 
Date, Location 

 
AGENDA 

 

 
8:30 – 9:00 a.m.:  Arrival and coffee 
 
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.:  Welcome, Introduction to the Initiative, Workshop Objectives and  

Implementation Plan 
This session will outline the background, rationale, objectives and approach of 
the initiative. It will also outline the objectives of the workshop. Researchers will 
solicit feedback on the overall initiative.  

 
10:30 – 10:50 a.m.:  Break 

    
10:50 am – 12:30 p.m.: Discussion of Goals, Targets and Indicators: Part One 

This session will outline the goal areas being examined under the initiative and 
present participants with potential targets and indicators for the study. 
Participants will give concrete feedback on national priority areas and discuss the 
appropriateness of different targets and indicators.  

 
12:30 – 1:30 p.m.: Lunch 
 
1:30 – 3:00 p.m.:  Discussion of Goals, Targets and Indicators: Part Two  

This session will follow on from the first. Based on the earlier discussion, 
participants will discuss baselines, potential proxy indicators and the feasibility of 
targets. This session could be conducted by making use of 5 break-out 
groups in which stakeholders discuss baselines, proxies, etc. in relation to one 
particular goal area. The groups could have 45 minutes for group discussion, 
followed by a round of presentations back to the larger group on key points (20 
minutes), finishing with a broader group discussion (25 minutes).  
  

3:00 – 3:20 p.m.:  Coffee 
 
3:20 – 4:50 p.m.: Data Availability and Accessibility 
   This session will examine key issues relating to data availability and  

accessibility. One option could be to begin with a presentation (10 minutes each) 
from each of the following groups of representatives: data producer (national 
statistical office); advocacy/accountability data user (civil society representative; 
academic) and a policymaking data user (parliamentarian, local government 
official, representative from national planning ministry). The presentations could 
then be followed by a group discussion. 
 

4:50 – 5:30 p.m.:  Conclusion and Wrap-Up 
This session will outline the key lessons and recommendations from the 
workshop.
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Annex 5. Targets and Indicators 
 

 

Lists of targets and indicators have been compiled for all candidate post-2015 goals that will be examined 

in this initiative. 
 

The targets and indicators have been compiled from six comprehensive reports and initiatives on the 

post-2015 framework (all of which were analysed to inform the initial goal selection).
32

 They are also 

informed by the outcomes of the thematic consultations that were convened by the UN.
33 

In some cases, 

these reports do not suggest indicators by which progress against targets and goals will be measured, 

however.  In cases where no indicator has been suggested for a target, indicators from complementary 

reports have been included.
34

 Sources for the additional indicators were derived from NSI’s Post-2015 

Tracking Tool which compiles goals, targets and indicators thematically across 77 post-2015 proposals.
35

 
 

The section that follows presents the targets and indicators for each of the seven selected post-2015 

goals. For each goal, key points arising from UN thematic consultations (where available), and the UN 

System Technical Support Team statistical notes are presented before the targets and indicators, which 

are organised into two tables. The first table presents an aggregation of the key targets and indicators 

that arise across the six reports, including their proponents (with targets and indicators organised into 

sub-themes). Where appropriate, it denotes which targets are “global minimum standard” targets. In order 

to aggregate the targets and indicators, we have synthesised the language used across the reports. For 

example, we have suggested that a target is “end extreme poverty,” but the exact language for the target 

proposed by the HLP in their report is in fact: “Bring the number of people living on less than $1.25 a day 

to zero and reduce by x% the share of people living below their country’s 2015 national poverty line.” As 

noted above, in cases where no indicators have been suggested, authors have compiled possible 

indicators, donated in italics, from other reports. The second table presents the full list of goals, targets 

and indicators suggested by each of the six reports for a particular theme. 

A list of other additional sources for selecting targets and indicators follows the presentation of potential 

targets and indicators for each goal area (Table 5.16).  

  

                                                           
32

 Note that this only includes HLP (2013), SDSN (2013), UNGC (2013), StC (2013), Carin and Bates-Eamer (2013) and GAC 
(2013). The report of the UN Secretary-General (UNSG 2013), the OWG (2013) and MY World (UN 2013c) identify priorities and/or 
candidate post-2015 goals but do not propose specific targets and/or indicators.  
33

 Eleven thematic consultations were convened in 2013 on the following themes: inequalities; governance; growth and employment; 
health; education; environmental sustainability; food security and nutrition; conflict and fragility; population dynamics; energy; and 
water. 
34

 These include: Unnayan Onneshan, Center for Global Development, Overseas Development Institute, International Trade Union 
Confederation, UN Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights and UNDP Mongolia MDG 9. It should be noted that, 
for consistency, researchers used indicators suggested by CIGI and Save the Children in the first instance for targets identified in 
the remaining four reports. Indicators from complementary sources were only used in cases where CIGI and Save the Children did 
not have corresponding indicators for a particular target suggested by another proposer. In select instances, researchers suggested 
potential indicators based on the targets. The source(s) for each indicator are clearly marked in all tables in Annex 3. 
35

 See http://cidpnsi.ca/blog/portfolio/tracking-post-2015. 

http://www.unnayan.org/documents/Governance%20Capability/Growing%20Together%20Sustainably-2013.pdf
http://www.cgdev.org/files/1426271_file_Kenny_Karver_MDGs_FINAL.pdf
http://www.odi.org.uk/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/7820.pdf
http://www.ituc-csi.org/IMG/pdf/inequalities_consultation_paper_ituc.pdf
http://www.ituc-csi.org/IMG/pdf/inequalities_consultation_paper_ituc.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/EPoverty/Post205SubmissionSR23April2013.pdf
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/Democratic%20Governance/OGC/Post2015%20governance%20metrics%20_14%20Aug.pdf
http://cidpnsi.ca/blog/portfolio/tracking-post-2015


 

52 

22. Poverty 

 

Poverty is not one of the substantive themes addressed through the UN thematic consultations. However, 

to inform discussions of the OWG, the UN System Task Team and UN Technical Support Team have 

prepared an issues brief and statistical note on poverty eradication respectively.
36

 Both notes recognise 

that while progress has been made on poverty reduction at the global level, at the country level it has 

been uneven. They also note that poverty is multi-dimensional in nature, reflecting deprivations in areas 

such as health, education, food security, etc. The UN statistical note suggests that the current MDG 

framework is still the most relevant for poverty. The note points to the indicator on $1.25 (PPP) per day as 

likely to be included in the post-2015 framework but also suggests that it may be expanded to include $2 

(PPP) per day, as well as measures of income inequality. 

 

From the data perspective, key challenges include lack of disaggregated data; establishing baseline data; 

timeliness and the need for greater linkages between data sources such as household surveys and 

administrative records (which are not always consistently collected in developing countries). 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
36

 See http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1549 for notes. The section that follows draws from the documents 
listed above.  
37

 The proposer is listed in superscript at the end of each indicator (“All” refers to all proposers). Proposals by all organisations aside 
from CIGI and Save the Children (StC) are in italics. Italics signify that while the proposer identified the target or issue as being 
important, a specific indicator was not suggested. As such, authors used CIGI and StC indicators where appropriate and 
constructed potential indicators based on the priority targets identified. A * denotes that the indicator has been added to reflect 
priorities listed in the thematic consultation. “Minimum” denotes a universal minimum target. 
38

 “Social status” is used throughout to refer to gender, age, location (urban/rural) and minority groups. 

Table 5.1. Targets and indicators for ñpovertyò 

Targets  Indicators
37

 

End poverty
Minimum 

¶ Proportion of the population below US$1.25 (PPP)/$2 

(PPP) a day
All 

(disaggregated by social status
38

)  

¶ Proportion of population living below national poverty line 
CIGI, HLP

 

¶ Ratio of income/consumption of top 20% to bottom 

20%
CIGI, HLP

 

¶ Reductions in income inequality (measured with Palma 

ratio of incomes of top 10% to bottom 40%)
StC

 

¶ % change in Gini co-efficient
UNGC

 

¶ Relative poverty reduction as a % of GDP (per annum)
StC

 

¶ Multidimensional Poverty Index 

http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1549
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Table 5.2. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñpovertyò from selected reports 
Poverty-relatedé.   

Goal Target      Indicator (italics denote possible indicator if none provided by source) 

Sustainable Development Solutions Network  

End extreme poverty including hunger End absolute income poverty ($1.25 or less per day) and 
hunger, including achieving food security and appropriate 
nutrition, and ending child stunting (MDG 1) 

¶ Proportion of the population below US$1.25 (PPP) a day
CIGI/StC

 

¶ Prevalence of stunting in children less than two years of age/under 
five

CIGI/StC
 

Achieve gender equality, social inclusion, 
and human rights for all 

Reduce by half the proportion of households with incomes 
less than half of the national median income (relative 
poverty) 

¶ % change in the proportion of household with incomes less than 
half of the national median income 

Empower inclusive, productive and 
resilient cities 

End extreme urban poverty, expand employment and 
productivity, and raise living standards, especially in slums 

¶ Proportion of the population below US$1.25 (PPP) a day in urban 
areas 

High Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda 

End poverty  Bring the number of people living on less than $1.25 a day to 
zero and reduce by x% the share of people living below their 
country’s 2015 national poverty line 

¶ Proportion of the population below US$1.25 (PPP) a day
CIGI/StC

 

¶ Proportion of population living below national poverty line
CIGI

 

Increase by x% the share of women and men, communities, 
and businesses with secure rights to land, property, and 
other assets 

¶ # of laws and statutory regulations, pertaining to property rights 
and land titles, that apply unequally to women and men

CIGI
 

Cover x% of people who are poor and vulnerable with social 
protection systems 

¶ % of population covered by social protection disaggregated by 
social status  

UN Global Compact 

End poverty and increase prosperity via 
inclusive economic growth 

Eliminate extreme poverty ($1.25/day per capita in 2005 real 
US dollars) 

¶ Proportion of the population below US$1.25 (PPP) a day
CIGI/StC

 

Reduce by 30% the Gini co-efficient rating in each country ¶ % change in Gini co-efficient 

Save the Children 

By 2030 we will eradicate extreme poverty 
and reduce relative poverty through 
inclusive growth and decent work 

Eradicate extreme income poverty ¶ Absolute poverty rate – at $1.25 a day (by 2022) 

¶ Absolute poverty rate – at $2 a day 

Pursue growth that is inclusive and sustainable, and that 
provides opportunities for all 

¶ Relative poverty reduction as a % of GDP (per annum) 

¶ Child stunting, as an indicator of the inclusivity of growth 

¶ Reductions in income inequality (measured with Palma ratio of 
incomes of top 10% to bottom 40%) 

¶ Nationally identified indicators for reducing major forms of 
horizontal inequality (e.g., % reduction in spatial income 
inequalities/% improvements in women’s economic and political 
participation)  

Center for International Governance Innovation 

Inclusive growth for dignified livelihoods 
and adequate standards of living 

For targets relating to inclusive growth, income poverty and 
inequality 

¶ Proportion of the population living below national poverty line 

¶ Proportion of the population below US$1.25 (purchasing power 
parity [PPP]) a day and US$2 (PPP) a day 

¶ Growth rate of average per capita income/consumption in 2005 
PPP$ (lowest quintile, top quintile and total) 

¶ Ratio of income/consumption of top 20% to bottom 20% 

¶ Multidimensional Poverty Index 

Global Agenda Council on Benchmarking Progress 

Zero goal for income poverty Zero target for eliminating $1.25 per day extreme poverty ¶ Proportion of the population below US$1.25 (PPP) a day
CIGI/StC

 

Ambitious target for reducing $2 per day poverty ¶ Proportion of the population below US$2 (PPP) a day
CIG/StCI

 

http://unsdsn.org/files/2013/10/An-Action-Agenda-for-Sustainable-Development.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_P2015_Report.pdf
http://www.unglobalcompact.org/docs/news_events/9.1_news_archives/2013_06_18/UNGC_Post2015_Report.pdf
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/Ending_Poverty_in_Our_Generation_Africa.pdf
http://www.cigionline.org/sites/default/files/CIGI_Paper_17.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2012/4/17%20millennium%20dev%20goals%20mcarthur/0417%20millennium%20dev%20goals%20mcarthur.pdf
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23. Education 

 

It is apprehended that the MDG goal of universal primary education will not be met by 2015 as 

bringing children to attend primary school is losing momentum. The OWG had a special discussion on 

“Youth, Education and Culture” which informed the debates on education. It is widely accepted that 

education is one indicator, for which an inclusive and proper improvement will likely result in spillover 

effects on other development indicators such as equitable economic development, enhance social 

inclusion, foster environmental sustainability and improve governance. Subsequently, the OWG 

envisages an agenda where education and lifelong learning processes are guaranteed. 

 

It is realised that the development focus from mere access to minimum education should be 

transferred to quality education (including adequate modern teaching facilities, qualified teachers, 

proper conditions at home, promotion of innovation and civic mindedness and identifying measurable 

outcomes). With a view to enhancing productivity of the marginalised people, there can be no credible 

international development framework without the right to quality education at its central. The need for 

universal free education for people with disabilities, women and girls, children living in remote rural 

areas and marginalised groups together with the issues of social protection floors and formulating 

child sensitive social protection systems were among the other areas highlighted in the OWG.  

Success in the education indicator is likely to be accomplished if the targets are met by all income 

levels, particularly the lowest quintile. Generally the children from marginalised households are more 

likely to enter late and drop out early from schools, irrespective of the level of development of a 

country. Children from chronically poor households more likely belong to the ‘hard-to-teach’ group. 

They may never even enroll, drop out, or gain low levels of educational attainment. In view of this, 

education policies during post-2015 period should be tailored in a way so that chronically poor people 

can benefit. Indeed, the relationship between education and chronic poverty is increasingly gaining 

momentum. In effect, the right to education will be ultimately realised through political will and 

commitment, availability of public funds and related resources. 

 

                                                           
39

 Includes indicators proposed by UNESCO, Education for All Global Monitoring Report and the Commonwealth Ministerial 
Working Group (CMWG) on the Post-2015 Development Framework for Education. 

Table 5.3. Targets and indicators for ñeducationò  

Targets  Indicators
39

 

Ensure every child, 
regardless of 
circumstance, completes 
primary education with 
the ability to read, write 
and count well enough to 
meet minimum learning 
standards 

Enrolment, completion and learning outcomes 

¶ Proportion of all girls and boys who reach good learning levels in literacy and 

numeracy by the age of 12
StC, SDSN, HLP

 

¶ Narrowing of the gap in literacy and numeracy learning outcomes achieved by 

aged 12 between the poorest and richest quintiles, and by gender
StC, SDSN, HLP, 

UNGC
 

¶ Percentage of students reading at grade level
CIGI

 

¶ Average points gained on international assessments (PISA, Trends in 

International Mathematics and Science Study, etc.) versus baseline year
CIGI

 

¶ Gross enrolment ration (pre-primary)
UNESCO, SDSN

 

¶ Out of school children (primary, thousands)
UNESCO, SDSN

 

¶ % of boys and girls who complete a minimum of nine years of basic education, 

to the appropriate national and, where appropriate, international, standard of 

completion, by the age of 15
CMWG, GAC, CIGI, HLP 

 

 

Inequality 

¶ Ensuring that all the poorest quintile of children can read with measureable 

understanding to “read to learn” by the end of their third year in primary school, 

and gender parity
StC, HLP

 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002200/220033e.pdf
http://www.create-rpc.org/pdf_documents/RevisedCWEducationMinisterialWorkingGroupPost2015Recs.pdf
http://www.create-rpc.org/pdf_documents/RevisedCWEducationMinisterialWorkingGroupPost2015Recs.pdf
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¶ % of children from the bottom 20% of household income achieving x% in 

national learning assessments (NLAs) compared to those from the top 

20%
CMWG

  

¶ Narrowing the gap in primary and secondary school completion rates between 

the students from the 20% poorest and richest quintiles by at least 50%, and 

gender parity
StC

 

¶ Proportion of the poorest children and of girls accessing early child 

development services
StC

 

¶ Proportion of the poorest young children and proportion of girls achieving 

minimum levels of child development (potentially assessed through a survey 

like UNICEF’s MICS survey)
StC

 

¶ % of adults/youth participating in training after formal education
UNESCO

 

¶ Participation rates by Grades 1, 6, 9, and 12 by wealth quintile, location, 

gender, special needs, age and social group
CMWG

 

¶ Comparative achievement in NLAs (gender, disadvantaged geographic 

locations, marginalised social groups)
CMWG

 

Ensure that all young 

people have basic 

literacy and numeracy, 

technical and life skills  

¶ Equal access to quality learning opportunities (proportion of young adults with 

good literacy and numeracy skills)
StC

 

¶ Young people with increased life skills (for example, social competencies, 

positive identity and values)
StC

 

¶ Literacy/numeracy rate of total adult population (of total population over 15 

years)
CIGI, HLP, UNGC

 

¶ Percentage of population with non-academic, informal or vocational training
CIGI, 

HLP, UNGC
 

¶ % of students of senior secondary/TVET/tertiary age (15-25) who complete an 

accredited qualification
CMWG, HLP, UNGC

 

Invest in quality 

education for all 

¶ Total public expenditure on education, % of GNP
UNESCO

 

¶ Total public expenditure on education, $ of total government expenditure
UNESCO

 

¶ Trained and qualified teacher rate
CMWG

 

¶ Trained and qualified non-formal education facilitators
CMWG

 

¶ Participation rates by Grades 1, 6, 9, and 12 by wealth quintile, location, 

gender, special needs, age and social group
CMWG

 

o Distribution of: pupil-teacher ratios and class size; distance to 

school; achievement levels 
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Table 5.4. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñeducationò from selected reports 
Education-relatedé  
Goal 

 
Target 

 
Indicator 

Sustainable Development Solutions Network  

Ensure effective learning for all children and youth for life 
and livelihood 

All girls and boys have equal access to quality early 
childhood development programs 

¶ Proportion of girls and boys accessing early child 
development services

Modified from StC
 

All girls and boys receive quality primary and 
secondary education that focuses on learning 
outcomes and on reducing the dropout rate to zero 

¶ Completion rate of primary and secondary 
(percentage of cohort)

Modified from CIGI
 

¶ Proportion of all girls and boys who reach good 
learning levels in literacy and numeracy by the age 
of 12

StC
 

Youth unemployment rate is below 10 percent. ¶ Rates of youth unemployment and 
underemployment

StC
 

High Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda 

Provide quality education for lifelong learning Increase by x% the proportion of children able to 
access and complete pre-primary education 

¶ Enrolment rate of pre-primary (percentage of 
cohort)

Modified from CIGI
 

Ensure every child, regardless of circumstance, 
completes primary education – able to read, write and 
count well enough to meet minimum learning 
standards 

¶ Completion rate of primary (percentage of cohort)
CIGI

  

¶ Proportion of all girls and boys who reach good 
learning levels in literacy and numeracy by the age 
of 12

StC
 

Ensure every child, regardless of circumstance, has 
access to lower secondary education and increase the 
proportion of adolescents who achieve recognised 
and measurable learning outcomes to x% 

¶ % of children enrolled in lower-secondary 
school

Modified from  BEC-US
 

¶ % of children demonstrating proficient skills in 
literacy, numeracy and science at ages 12 and 
15

Modified from  BEC-US
 

Increase the number of young and adult women and 
men with the skills, including technical and vocational, 
needed for work by x% 

¶ Literacy/numeracy rate of total adult population (of 
total population over 15 years)

CIGI
 

¶ Ambitious country-specific targets (these could 
include more stretching objectives on core skills, but 
also targets for wider learning, such as life skills, 
science and ICT)

StC
 

UN Global Compact  

Quality education for all Every child completes primary education with basic 
literacy and numeracy, in schools with grade divisions, 
books, light, meals and sanitation 

¶ Enrolment rate of  primary (% of cohort)
Modified from CIGI

 

¶ % of children demonstrating proficient skills in 
literacy, numeracy and science at ages 12 and 
15

Modified from  BEC-US
 

¶ Per capita government expenditure in private/public, 
urban/rural educational institutions

UO
 

All secondary schools to facilitate computing skills, 
and a 50 per cent availability of digital facilities among 
primary schools without them 

¶ Measure of ECCE quality
UNESCO

  

Increase the percentage of young adults with the skills 
needed for work 

¶ Literacy/numeracy rate of total adult population (of 
total population over 15 years)

CIGI
 

¶ Young people with increased life skills (for example, 
social competencies, positive identity and values)

StC
 

Achieve parity in enrolment and educational 
opportunities at primary, secondary and tertiary levels 
for girls and women 

¶ Ratio of females to males by level of education
CIGI

 
 

http://unsdsn.org/files/2013/10/An-Action-Agenda-for-Sustainable-Development.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_P2015_Report.pdf
http://www.unglobalcompact.org/docs/news_events/9.1_news_archives/2013_06_18/UNGC_Post2015_Report.pdf
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Table 5.4. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñeducationò from selected reports 
Education-relatedé  
Goal 

 
Target 

 
Indicator 

Curricula at primary level and at all levels above to 
include sustainable development concepts, with 
special emphasis on business schools 

 

Save the Children 

By 2030 we will ensure all children receive a good-quality 
education and have good learning outcomes 

Ensure that all girls and boys are achieving good 
learning outcomes by the age of 12 with gaps 
between the poorest and the richest significantly 
reduced 

¶ Proportion of all girls and boys who reach good 
learning levels in literacy and numeracy by the age 
of 12 

¶ Narrowing of the gap in literacy and numeracy 
learning outcomes achieved by aged 12 between the 
poorest and richest quintiles, and by gender 

¶ Ensuring that all the poorest quintile of children can 
read with measureable understanding to “read to 
learn” by the end of their third year in primary school, 
and gender parity 

¶ Narrowing the gap in primary and secondary school 
completion rates between the students from the 20% 
poorest and richest quintiles by at least 50%, and 
gender parity 

¶ Ambitious country-specific targets (these could 
include more stretching objectives on core skills, but 
also targets for wider learning, such as life skills, 
science and ICT) 

Ensure that the poorest young children will be starting 
school ready to learn, having already reached good 
levels of child development 

¶ Proportion of the poorest children and of girls 
accessing early child development services 

¶ Proportion of the poorest young children and 
proportion of girls achieving minimum levels of child 
development (potentially assessed through a survey 
like UNICEF’s MICS survey) 

Ensure that all young people have basic literacy and 
numeracy, technical and life skills to give them the 
chance to become active citizens with decent 
employment 

¶ Equal access to quality learning opportunities 
(proportion of young adults with good literacy and 
numeracy skills) 

¶ Rates of youth unemployment and underemployment 

¶ Young people with increased life skills (for example, 
social competencies, positive identity and values) 

Center for International Governance Innovation 

Appropriate education and skills 
for full participation in society 

For targets related to access to and quality of 
education 

¶ Enrolment rate of pre-primary, primary, secondary 
and tertiary (percentage of cohort) 

¶ Completion rate of pre-primary, primary, secondary 
and tertiary (percentage of cohort) 

¶ Trained-teacher to student ratio 

¶ Percentage of GDP devoted to education 

¶ Ratio of females to males by level of education 

¶ Ratio of school attendance of vulnerable group by 
grade (children with disability, ethnic minority) 

¶ Percentage of vulnerable cohort 

http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/Ending_Poverty_in_Our_Generation_Africa.pdf
http://www.cigionline.org/sites/default/files/CIGI_Paper_17.pdf
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Table 5.4. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñeducationò from selected reports 
Education-relatedé  
Goal 

 
Target 

 
Indicator 

For targets related to learning outcomes…. ¶ Literacy/numeracy rate of total adult population (of 
total population over 15 years) 

¶ Percentage of students reading at grade level 

¶ Average points gained on international assessments 
(PISA, Trends in International Mathematics and 
Science Study, etc.) versus baseline year 

¶ Percentage of population with non-academic, 
informal or vocational training 

Global Agenda Council on Benchmarking Progress 

Goal of education for all 
 
 

Zero target for illiteracy ¶ Literacy/numeracy rate of total adult population (of 
total population over 15 years)

CIGI
 

Target for universal secondary education ¶ Completion rate of secondary (percentage of 
cohort)

Modified from CIGI
 

Ambitious target for post-secondary education (e.g. 20 
percent) 

¶ Participation in and completion of continuing 
education and training

BEC
 

Target for learning outcomes ¶ Literacy/numeracy rate of total adult population (of 
total population over 15 years)

CIGI
 

¶ % of children demonstrating proficient skills in 
literacy, numeracy and science at ages 12 and 
15

Modified from  BEC-US
 

Global Thematic Consultation on Education in the Post-2015 Development Agenda 

Equitable access to education, including access to 
ECCE, post-basic and higher education 

The focus in this report was more on education-related 
priorities than targets. Following are the key priorities 
discussed: 
 

¶ Renewed commitment to the current MDGs 

¶ Targeted programmes and interventions to 
support marginalised and vulnerable groups 

¶ Extended support for post-basic and post-
secondary opportunities 

¶ Learning outcomes focused on the needs of 
children, youth and adults to acquire skills and 
knowledge to become active and productive 
members of society 

¶ Conducive and safe learning environments with 
necessary infrastructure  

¶ Availability of sufficient numbers of trained and 
motivated teachers 

¶ Participatory governance structure that allows 
parents and the local community to be 
effectively involved in school decision-making 

¶ Enrolment rate of pre-primary, primary, secondary 
and tertiary (percentage of cohort)

CIGI
 

¶ Completion rate of pre-primary, primary, secondary 
and tertiary (percentage of cohort)

CIGI
 

¶ Ratio of school attendance of vulnerable group by 
grade (children with disability, ethnic minority) 
(percentage of vulnerable cohort)

CIGI
 

¶ Equal access to quality learning opportunities 
(proportion of young adults with good literacy and 
numeracy skills)

StC
 

¶ Young people with increased life skills (for example, 
social competencies, positive identity and values)

StC
 

¶ Trained-teacher to student ratio
CIGI

 

¶ Percentage of GDP devoted to education
CIGI

 
 

Equitable quality education with a focus on learning  

 

http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2012/4/17%20millennium%20dev%20goals%20mcarthur/0417%20millennium%20dev%20goals%20mcarthur.pdf
file:///C:/Users/intern/Downloads/Making%20Education%20a%20Priority%20in%20the%20Post-2015%20Development%20Agenda%20(1).pdf
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24. Employment and Inclusive Growth  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The indicators in table 5.5 have been modified slightly to reflect the priorities identified in the thematic 

consultation on growth and employment. While most proposals in this area include unemployment rates 

as an indicator, they do not include measurements regarding status in employment (underemployment, 

working poverty), or disaggregation of figures by economic sector, which were identified as priorities 

through the thematic consultation (see Box 3 above). As such, indicators in the table have been slightly 

modified to better reflect these priorities. In addition to the aggregated indicators identified in Table 5.5, 

three new indicators have been suggested. Occupation injury rate, suggested by the International Trade 

Union Confederation, has been included as an additional proxy beyond wages for decent work. The 

numbers of new jobs created across sectors, and the contribution of economic sectors to GDP have also 

been added as proxy measurements for structural transformation.  

 

To inform discussions of the OWG, the UN System Task Team prepared briefing notes on sustained and 

inclusive growth, infrastructure development, and industrialisation; and employment and decent work.
40

  

From a measurement perspective, the concepts of inclusive and sustainable growth are relatively easy for 

people to understand (communicable), and basic statistics are available for a large number of possible 

targets and indicators, meaning that a significant number of new data sets may not be needed, except in 

areas like environmental protection. Nevertheless, the possibility exists for improvements in the collection 

and dissemination of statistics, including in terms of disaggregated data, the collection of figures on 

market and non-market transactions that accurately reflect the contributions of family members to growth, 

and social and environmental footprints of governments and businesses. With respect to employment, 

current data does not reflect reality. Challenges exist owing to variations in figures on unemployed and 

employed, based on current calculations, and benchmarks are poor. Disaggregated data, as well as 

information on security, quality of employment and levels of wages are lacking. 

 

The UN statistical note on inclusive growth points out that a lot of work has already been done to identify 

potential targets and indicators, particularly from the perspective of wellbeing. The Task Force for 

Measuring Sustainable Development has developed a number of indicators that could correspond to 

                                                           
40

 See http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1549 for notes. The section that follows draws from the notes listed 
above, as well as the UN Technical Support Team statistical note on sustained and inclusive economic growth, infrastructure 
development and industrialisation, available through the same link.  

Box 3. Goals, targets and indicators identified by the thematic consultation on growth and 

employment  

The thematic consultation on growth and employment highlighted the need for a stand-alone goal on 

employment. Recognising the challenge of obtaining accurate employment figures given the size of the 

informal economy in most developing countries, the consultation report recommended also including 

measures of working poverty, status in employment, relative level of wages and earnings.   

Disaggregated data will be key to measuring progress on job creation, including information by sex, age, 

rural and urban location, and economic sectors. In order to measure the means and processes by which 

employment objectives are achieved, experts also suggested indicators related to the patterns of growth, 

adjusted for natural and human capital; structural transformation, reflecting development dynamics and 

movement over time; value-addition and productivity; inequality; and social protection. 

 

http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1549
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goals and targets. Country teams are strongly encouraged to consult the Task Force report, listed in the 

table of resources below (Table 5.16).
41

 

  

                                                           
41

 See Joint UNECE/Eurostat/OECD Task Force on Measuring Sustainable Development (2013). 
42

 The proposer is listed in superscript at the end of each indicator (“All” refers to all proposers). Proposals by all organisations aside 
from CIGI and Save the Children (StC) are in italics. Italics signify that while the proposer identified the target or issue as being 
important, they did not suggest a specific indicator. As such, authors used CIGI and StC indicators where appropriate, drew from 
other thematic reports and proposals, and constructed potential indicators based on the priority targets identified. Authors pulled 
from the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) and the Overseas Development Institute (ODI) proposals for additional 
indicators. A * denotes that the indicator has been added to reflect priorities listed in the thematic consultation.  “Minimum” denotes 
that the indicator represents a universal minimum target. 
43

 “Social status” is used throughout to refer to gender, age, location (urban/rural) and minority groups. 

Table 5.5. Targets and indicators for ñemployment and inclusive growthò  

Targets  Indicators
42

 

Full, productive and 

decent employment 

for everyone 

Employment 

¶ Unemployment and underemployment rates disaggregated by social status
43

 across economic 

sectors
All

 

¶ Employment-to-population ratio, disaggregated by social status
SDSN, CIGI

 

Equality and inclusivity dimensions 

¶ Rates of pay disaggregated by social status across sectors, including women’s wage/income as a 

proportion of men’s for equal work
All, minimum

 

¶ Number of own-account and contributing family workers per 100 wage and salaried workers
CIGI

 

¶ Employment rates for women as proportion of men for those seeking formal non-agricultural 

employment
CIGI

 

Productive and decent work  

¶ GDP per person engaged (or labour productivity)
SDSN, CIGI

 

¶ Productive employment as a % of total employment
SDSN

 

¶ Occupational injury rates (fatal and non-fatal)
ITUC

 

Eliminate child 

labour 

¶ % of children employed
UNGC

 

¶ % of children involved in hazardous work (defined by ILO)
StC

 

Increase inclusive 

growth 

Inclusivity  

¶ Growth rate of GDP per capita at PPP
CIGI

 

¶ Growth rate of average per capita income/consumption in 2005 PPP $ (lowest and top quintiles, 

total)
CIGI

 

¶ Wage share of GDP
StC

 

¶ Ratio of income/consumption of top 20%/10% to bottom 20%/40%
CIGI, StC *

 

Structural transformation 

¶ # of new businesses registered per year
HLP

 

¶ % change in rate of new business registration
HLP

 

¶ # of new jobs created across sectors
HLP, UNGC, *

 

¶ Contribution to GDP growth by economic sector* 

Universal access to 

financial services  

¶ % of population with access to financial services, disaggregated by social status
HLP, UNGC

 

Universal access to 

infrastructure 

¶ % of population with access to basic infrastructure (transportation, water and sanitation)
 HLP, SDSN

 

¶ % of population with access to internet and ICT disaggregated by location
UNGC

 

¶ % of population using internet and ICT as a proportion of those with access
UNGC

 

http://www.ituc-csi.org/IMG/pdf/inequalities_consultation_paper_ituc.pdf
http://www.odi.org.uk/publications/7621-employment-post-2015-framework-proposals-monitoring-indicators?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20130808
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Table 5.6. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñemployment and inclusive growthò from selected reports 

Employment- and inclusive growth-related...   

Goal Target Indicator (italics denote possible indicator if none provided by source) 

Sustainable Development Solutions Network  

Ensure effective learning for children and 

youth for life and livelihood 

Youth unemployment rate is below [10]% ¶ Unemployment rate disaggregated by age  

Improve agriculture systems and raise 

rural prosperity / Empower inclusive, 

productive, and resilient cities 

Ensure universal access to basic resources and 

infrastructure services [for rural and urban settings] 

¶ % of population with access to basic infrastructure (transportation, ICT, 

water and sanitation, etc.) 

Empower inclusive, productive, and 

resilient cities 

End extreme urban poverty, expand employment and 

productivity, and raise living standards, especially in 

slums 

¶ Unemployment rates disaggregated by location (urban/rural) 

¶ Employment-to-population ratio
CIGI

 

¶ GDP per person engaged (productivity)
CIGI

  

¶ Productive employment as a % of employment
ODI

 

¶ % of GDP allocated to social services
StC

  

High Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda 

Create jobs, sustainable livelihoods and 

equitable growth 

Increase the number of good and decent jobs and 

livelihoods by x 

¶ # of new jobs created
ITUC

 

¶ % increase in rates of pay 

Decrease the number of young people not in education, 

employment or training by x% 

¶ % of youth employed 

¶ % of youth enrolled in educational institutions  

Strengthen productive capacity by providing universal 

access to financial services and infrastructure such as 

transportation and ICT 

¶ % of population with access to basic infrastructure (transportation, ICT, 

water and sanitation, etc.) 

Increase new start-ups by x and value added from new 

products by y through creating an enabling business 

environment and boosting entrepreneurship 

¶ # of new businesses registered per year 

¶ % change in the rate of new business registration 

 

UN Global Compact 

End poverty and increase prosperity via 

inclusive growth 

Create jobs through decent work, sufficient to keep 

unemployment below 5%, including for women as a 

group, and below 10% for youth 

¶ # of new jobs created
ITUC

 

¶ Unemployment rates (youth, gender) 

Eliminate child labour ¶ Rate of child employment
StC

 

Ensure full access to private finance, including basic 

savings, loans and growth capital products, on fair terms 

including for women and marginalised groups 

¶ % of population with access to financial services, disaggregated by social 

status (gender, minorities, poor) 

Achieve women and girls’ empowerment Universally recognised and enforced equal pay for equal 

work 

¶ Rates of pay disaggregated by gender across sectors
CIGI

 

Build peaceful and stable societies Improve access for [different social groups] to justice, 

services and economic opportunity 

¶ Unemployment rates disaggregated by social status
StC

 

¶ % of population accessing social services (gender, age, minorities, poor) 

Modernise Infrastructure and technology Universal and affordable access to the Internet and 

computing technology 

¶ % of population with access to internet and ICT  

¶ % of population using internet and ICT as a proportion of those with access 

 

 

 

http://unsdsn.org/files/2013/10/An-Action-Agenda-for-Sustainable-Development.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_P2015_Report.pdf
http://www.unglobalcompact.org/docs/news_events/9.1_news_archives/2013_06_18/UNGC_Post2015_Report.pdf


 

62 

Table 5.6. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñemployment and inclusive growthò from selected reports 

Employment- and inclusive growth-related...   

Goal Target Indicator (italics denote possible indicator if none provided by source) 

Save the Children 

By 2030 we will eradicate extreme poverty 

and reduce relative poverty through 

inclusive growth and decent work 

Pursue growth that is inclusive and sustainable, and that 

provides opportunities for all 

¶ Relative poverty reduction as a % of GDP (per annum) 

¶ Child stunting, as an indicator of the inclusivity of growth 

¶ Reductions in income inequality (measured with Palma ratio of incomes of 

top 10% to bottom 40%) 

¶ Nationally identified indicators for reducing major forms of horizontal 

inequality (e.g., % reduction in spatial income inequalities/% improvements 

in women’s economic and political participation)  

Provide decent work for all ¶ Wage share of GDP 

¶ Employment rates and pay disaggregated by youth and gender 

¶ % of children involved in hazardous work (defined by ILO 182 art. 3d) 

Center for International Governance Innovation 

Inclusive growth for dignified livelihoods 

and adequate standards of living 

For targets relating to inclusive growth, income poverty 

and inequality 

¶ Growth rate of GDP per capita at PPP 

¶ Growth rate of average per capita income/consumption in 2005 PPP $ 

(lowest quintile, top quintile and total) 

¶ Ratio of income/consumption of top 20% to bottom 20% 

For targets relating to dignified livelihoods and 

employment 

¶ Employment-to-population ratio disaggregated by gender and age 

¶ GDP per person engaged (or labour productivity) 

¶ Elasticity of total employment to GDP 

¶ # of own-account and contributing family workers per 100 wage and salaried 

workers (or vulnerable employment per 100 wage and salaried workers) 

¶ Long-term unemployment rate 

¶ Share of the population aged 65 and above benefiting from a pension 

¶ % of unemployed receiving benefits 

Gender equality for enabling women and 

men to participate and benefit equally in 

society 

For targets relating to gender equality ¶ Women’s wage/income as a proportion of men’s for equal work 

¶ Employment rates of females as proportion of men for those seeking formal 

non-agricultural employment 

Global Agenda Council on Benchmarking Progress 

Zero goal for income poverty Target for job creation in line with labour force growth ¶ Number of new jobs created
ITUC

  

¶ Ratio of new jobs created to labour force growth 

Goal of gender equality Elimination of earnings disparities in the labour market ¶ Rates of pay disaggregated by gender/social status across sectors
StC

 

 
 

http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/Ending_Poverty_in_Our_Generation_Africa.pdf
http://www.cigionline.org/sites/default/files/CIGI_Paper_17.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2012/4/17%20millennium%20dev%20goals%20mcarthur/0417%20millennium%20dev%20goals%20mcarthur.pdf
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25. Energy and Infrastructure 

 

At present, when every fifth person in the world does not have access to modern services, the issue 

of energy and infrastructure have surfaced as lack of access to modern technology undermining 

development in the form of lower productivity, degradation of human health, gender inequality, social 

injustice, land and forest degradation and climate change. In connection to this, UN Secretary-

General’s Sustainable Energy for All initiative was appreciated as a three-tiered approach on energy 

access, efficiency and renewables. Additionally, the themes of energy, water, food, health and 

enabling environment are considered linked to the objective of poverty eradication. The OWG 

recommended that the post-2015 agenda and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 

discussions should be mutually reinforcing. Concurrently, the OWG recommends universal access to 

energy, a 14 per cent reduction of energy consumption in buildings and industry, a doubling of 

worldwide energy efficiency, increasing energy security and reducing air pollution support for the UN 

Secretary-General’s Sustainable Energy for All initiative by 2030. Energy production and distribution 

should be pursued in a way that promotes community cohesion leading to social impartiality. To 

obtain effective and timely results, energy targets need to be customary from the outset since long 

investment cycles characterise the sector. It is imperative to adopt proper strategies and coordination 

of sustainable energy provision in the purview of sustainable energy improvement.   

 

Infrastructure is a binding constraint for any developing country to achieve sustainable and inclusive 

economic growth. Indeed, the poorer section of the society would be benefitted through appropriate 

scale infrastructure projects rather than non-inclusive large infrastructure projects. Towards this end, 

financing for large infrastructure projects has always been a major developmental concern. It was 

agreed at the Monterrey Consensus that international and regional institutions should enhance their 

support to infrastructure development in the developing countries. In this regard, the post-2015 

development agenda should reinstate this commitment. While addressing the infrastructure concerns, 

the OWG recognised that besides ODA, private investments or public-private partnerships could be 

employed for financing the large infrastructure projects. Nevertheless, there is a need to close the 

infrastructure gap considering both risk mitigation and information services. At the same time, civil 

societies have also raised concerns regarding the risks involved in such infrastructure projects. It has 

been argued that, compared to other modes of public investments, infrastructure projects do not entail 

direct benefits to the impoverished and marginalised groups. While it was recognised that large 

infrastructure projects financed through public-private partnerships needs to be prioritised, the OWG 

also demanded that fiscal and public debt risks of the infrastructure projects financed by PPPs be 

properly accounted for and placed under public scrutiny through mechanisms for organised social 

participation and monitoring. 

Table 5.7. Targets and indicators for ñenergy and infrastructureò 
Targets Indicators 

Ensure access to 
energy and 
improve 
efficiency and 
sustainability of 
energy supply, 
including 
renewable 
energy 

¶ Access to electricity (percentage of population)
CIGI, GAC, UNGC, HLP, SDSN

 

¶ Average household spending on electricity (percentage of income)
CIGI

 

¶ Electric power transmission and distribution losses (percentage of output)
CIGI, GAC, SDSN

 

¶ Hours of power outages from public grid
CIGI

 

¶ Share of households (or population) without electricity or commercial energy heavily 
dependent on non-commercial energy

CIGI, GAC, HLP
 

¶ Renewable energy share in energy and electricity
CIGI, GAC, HLP

 

¶ Non-carbon energy share in energy and electricity
CIGI, HLP

 

¶ # of households/premises with an electricity connection
StC

 

¶ # of households/premises with a modern cookstove
StC, GAC

 

¶ Final consumption of different types of renewable energy
StC, GAC

 

¶ Policy measures supporting renewable energy Investment in renewable energy
StC, GAC

 

¶ GDP energy intensity, measuring primary energy used to generate energy for 
consumption, broken down into residential, agriculture, industry, services and transport 
sectors, and also the electricity and gas supply sectors 

¶ Energy consumption of specific energy intensive products
StC
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¶ Policy measures supporting energy efficiency
StC, GAC, HLP

 

Establishing  
well-maintained 
transport system  

¶ # of rural people living within 2 km of an all season road
CIGI, UNGC

 

¶ Paved road (% of total road)
CIGI, UNGC

 
 

Ensure access to 
affordable 
communication 
technology  

¶ ICT subscriptions (telephone, mobile, Internet, as % of population)
CIGI, HLP, GAC

 

¶ percentage of localities with ICT network
CIGI, HLP, GAC
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Table 5.8. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñenergy and infrastructureò from selected reports 
Energy-  and infrastructure-relatedé 

Goal Target Indicator (italics denote possible indicator if none provided by source) 

Sustainable Development Solutions Network 

Improve agriculture 
systems and raise rural 
prosperity  
 

Ensure universal access in rural areas to basic 
Resources and infrastructure services (land, 
water, sanitation, modern energy, transport, 
mobile and broadband communication, 
agricultural inputs, and advisory services) 

¶ % of rural population using basic drinking water
Modified from MDG

 

¶ Proportion of rural population using basic sanitation services
Modified from MDG

 
 

Empower inclusive, 
productive and resilient 
cities 

Ensure universal access to a secure and 
affordable built environment and basic urban 
services including housing; water, sanitation and 
waste management; low-carbon energy and 
transport; and mobile and broadband 
communication 

¶ # of rural people living within 2 km of an all season road
CIGI

 

¶ % of localities with ICT network
CIGI

 

¶ Final consumption of different types of renewable energy
StC

 

¶ Proportion of population using an improved drinking water source
UN Women

 

¶ Proportion of population using an improved sanitation facility
UN Women

 

Curb human-induced 
climate change and 
ensure sustainable 
energy  
 

Decarbonise the energy system, ensure clean 
energy for all, and improve energy efficiency, 
with targets for 2020, 2030 and 2050 

¶ Non-carbon energy share in energy and electricity
CIGI

  

¶ Renewable energy share in energy and electricity
CIGI

 

¶ Policy measures supporting energy efficiency
StC

 

Reduce non energy related Emissions of 
greenhouse gases through Improved practices 
in agriculture, forestry, waste management, and 
industry 

¶ GDP energy intensity, measuring primary energy used to generate energy for consumption, 
broken down into residential, agriculture, industry, services and transport sectors, and also 
the electricity and gas supply sectors

StC
 

Adopt incentives, including pricing greenhouse 
gas emissions, to curb climate change and 
promote technology transfer to developing 
countries 

 

High Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda 

Secure sustainable 
energy 

Double the share of renewable energy in the 
global energy mix 

¶ Renewable energy share in energy and electricity
CIGI

 
 

Ensure universal access to modern energy 
services 

¶ Access to electricity (percentage of population)
CIGI

 

¶ Hours of power outages from public grid
CIGI

 

Double the global rate of improvement in energy 
efficiency in buildings, industry, agriculture and 
transport 

¶ GDP energy intensity, measuring primary energy used to generate energy for consumption, 
broken down into residential, agriculture, industry, services and transport sectors, and also 
the electricity and gas supply sectors

StC 
 

Phase out inefficient fossil fuel subsidies that 
encourage wasteful consumption 

¶ Final consumption of different types of renewable energy
StC

 
 

Create jobs, sustainable 
livelihoods, and equitable 
growth 

Strengthen productive capacity by providing 
universal access to financial services and 
infrastructure such as transportation and ICT 

¶ Paved road (percentage of total road)
CIGI

 
 

UN Global Compact 

Modernise infrastructure 
and technology 

 Deploy investment sufficient to meet 
requirements for “green” transport, energy and 
water systems in the developing world, and for 
upgrading or replacing old and “brown” 
infrastructure in the developed world 

 

Universal and affordable access to the Internet 
and Computing technology 

¶ % of world with access to internet
CGD

 

¶ % of localities with ICT network
CIGI

 

Effective use of e-governance at national and ¶ # of state organisations that regularly place reports of their budgets and expenditures  on 

http://unsdsn.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/An-Action-Agenda-for-Sustainable-Development.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_P2015_Report.pdf
http://www.unglobalcompact.org/docs/news_events/9.1_news_archives/2013_06_18/UNGC_Post2015_Report.pdf
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Table 5.8. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñenergy and infrastructureò from selected reports 
Energy-  and infrastructure-relatedé 

Goal Target Indicator (italics denote possible indicator if none provided by source) 

state/provincial level in all countries, to increase 
managerial capacity as well as transparency 

their websites
UNDP

 
 

Double the share of the population with easy 
and affordable access to public transportation 
systems 

¶ # of rural people living within 2 km of an all season road
CIGI

 

¶ Paved road (% of total road)
CIGI

 

Step up research and development in both 
public and private sectors 

 

Reduce carbon emissions from the construction 
and 
operation of buildings 

¶ Non-carbon energy share in energy and electricity
CIGI

 

Sustainable energy for all Universal access to modern energy services 
 

¶ Access to electricity  (% of  population)
CIGI

 

¶ Proportion of households with electricity
CIGI

 

¶ Share of the population with access to reliable electricity (%)
SDSN

 

¶ Share of the population with access to modern cooking solutions (%)
SDSN

 

¶ Proportion of households with electricity
CIGI

 

Double the global rate of improvement in energy 
efficiency in production, distribution and 
consumption 
 

¶ Transmission and distribution losses (% of output)
CIGI

 

¶ GDP energy intensity, measuring primary energy used to generate energy for consumption, 
broken down into residential, agriculture, industry, services and transport sectors, and also 
the electricity and gas supply sectors

StC
 

Double the share of renewable sources in the 
energy mix. 

¶ Renewable energy share in energy and electricity 
CIGI

 

Center for International Governance Innovation 

Connectivity for access 
to energy, transportation 
and communications 

For targets related to energy ¶ Access to electricity (% of population) 

¶ Average household spending on electricity (% of income) 

¶ Hours of power outages from public grid 

For targets related to infrastructure ¶ Average household spending on water (% of income) 

¶ Hours of water cut from public grid; 

¶ Transmission and distribution losses (% of output) 

¶ # of rural people living within 2 km of an all season road 

¶ ICT subscriptions (telephone, mobile, Internet, as percentage of population) 

¶ % of localities with ICT network 

¶ Paved road (% of total road) 

Sustainable management 
of the biosphere for 
people and planet to 
thrive together 

For targets related to energy… ¶ Share of households (or population) without electricity or commercial energy heavily 
dependent on non-commercial energy 

¶ Renewable energy share in energy and electricity 

¶ Non-carbon energy share in energy and electricity 

Save the Children 

By 2030  we will deliver 
sustainable energy to all 

Universal access to modern energy services ¶ # of households/premises with an electricity connection 

¶ # of households/premises with a modern cookstove 

¶ Final consumption of different types of renewable energy 

¶ Policy measures supporting renewable energy Investment in renewable energy 

¶ GDP energy intensity, measuring primary energy used to generate energy for consumption, 
broken down into residential, agriculture, industry, services and transport sectors, and also 
the electricity and gas supply sectors 

Eradicate preventable deaths from cook stoves 
and open fires 

Double the share of renewable energy sources 
in the global energy mix 

Double the rate of improvements in energy 
efficiency 

http://www.cigionline.org/sites/default/files/CIGI_Paper_17.pdf
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/Ending_Poverty_in_Our_Generation_Africa.pdf
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Table 5.8. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñenergy and infrastructureò from selected reports 
Energy-  and infrastructure-relatedé 

Goal Target Indicator (italics denote possible indicator if none provided by source) 

¶ Energy consumption of specific energy-intensive products 

¶ Policy measures supporting energy efficiency 

Global Agenda Council on Benchmarking Progress 

Zero goal for 
infrastructure 

Zero target for lack of access to safe drinking 
water 

¶ Proportion of population using an improved drinking water source
UN Women

 

Ambitious target for lack of access to irrigation 
(e.g., 50%) 

 

Zero target or lack of access to sanitation ¶ Proportion of population using an improved sanitation facility
UN Women

 

Zero target for lack of access to modern energy 
sources 

¶ Share of households (or population) without electricity or commercial energy heavily 
dependent on non-commercial energy

CIGI
 

Universal access target for broadband mobile 
telecommunications coverage 

¶ % of localities with ICT network
CIGI

 
 

Global Thematic Consultation on Energy and the Post-2015 Development Agenda 

Sustainable energy for all 
(universal energy access, 
renewable energy and 
energy efficiency)  

Ensure universal access to modern energy 
services, including electrification, thermal 
energy, clean cooking facilities and fuel 

¶ # of households/premises with an electricity connection
StC

 

¶ # of households/premises with a modern cookstove
StC

 
 

Increase the share of renewable energy  ¶ Policy measures supporting renewable energy investment in renewable energy
StC

 

¶ Renewable energy share in energy and electricity
CIGI

 

Invest in technological innovation and reduce the 
cost of clean energy 

¶ Policy measures supporting energy efficiency
StC

 

Set national policies, regulations and financial 
environments to enable change 

¶ Policy measures supporting energy efficiency
StC

 

Form public-private partnership for financing 
transformative energy programs 

¶ Expenditure for renewable energy, clean energy, energy efficiency and energy security
UO

 

Harmonise energy infrastructure regionally  

 

 

 

http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2012/4/17%20millennium%20dev%20goals%20mcarthur/0417%20millennium%20dev%20goals%20mcarthur.pdf
file:///C:/Users/intern/Downloads/Key%20Messages%20on%20Energy%20and%20Post-2015%20(2).pdf
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26. Environmental Sustainability and Disaster Resilience 

 

The thematic consultation on the environment did not produce recommendations on targets and 

indicators for the post-2015 agenda. The report from the thematic consultation recognised four principles 

that should underpin the post-2015 agenda: 1) integrated development (i.e., simultaneous advancement 

on all three pillars of sustainable development); 2) equality; 3) human rights-based approach; and 4) 

resilience. The consultation also identified four priority areas – economic transformation, governance and 

accountability, local action and empowerment, and education – as that should be addressed by the future 

development agenda.  

 

The UN Technical Support Team produced a number of issues briefs and statistical notes on thematic 

areas relating to the environment (see Box 4). Given the large number of issues relating to the 

environment, CPD and NSI have not summarised each note. Rather, once teams have identified the key 

priority areas for their country in terms of environmental sustainability and disaster resilience, they should 

consult the appropriate briefs and statistical notes to inform target and indicator selection. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
44

 The proposer is listed in superscript at the end of each indicator. Proposals by all organisations aside from CIGI and Save the 
Children (StC) are in italics. Italics signify that while the proposer identified the target or issue as being important, they did not 
suggest a specific indicator. Authors pulled indicators from Unnayan Onneshan (UO), the Overseas Development Institute (ODI) 
and the Center for Global Development (CGD). “Minimum” denotes that the indicator represents a universal zero target.  

Table 5.9. Targets and indicators for ñenvironmental sustainability and disaster resilienceò 
Targets  Indicators

44
 

Achieve 
development 
within planetary 
boundaries 

¶ Existence of country-level reporting on contributions to planetary boundaries
SDSN

 

¶ Existence of expanded GDP measures and national accounting that incorporate 
environmental and social accounting

SDSN
 

¶ Existence of regulations that require government departments and large companies 
(capitalisation above USD$100 million equivalent) to publish on economic, social and 
environmental accounts

StC, minimum
 

¶ # and proportion of government departments and large companies publishing economic, 
social and environmental accounts

adapted StC, minimum 
 

¶ % of countries with Sustainable Production and Consumption national programmes or 
action plans in place

StC
 

¶ Trends in carbon and water intensity of agriculture, forestry and energy sectors
StC

 

Safeguard 
ecosystems, 
species and 
genetic diversity 

Ecosystem conservation and biodiversity 

¶ Proportion of terrestrial and inland water, and of coastal and marine areas, especially 
areas of particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services, that are 
conserved through effectively and equitably managed, ecologically representative and 
well-connected systems of protected areas and other effective area-based conservation 
measures seascapes

CIGI, SDSN, HLP
 

¶ Net loss in forest cover
CIGI, SDSN, HLP, UNGC, GAC

 

¶ % rise in ratio of protected areas
CIGI, SDSN, HLP

 

¶ % of native plant and animal species endangered versus secure 
HLP, StC, GAC

 

Box 4. Thematic UN Technical Support Team issues briefs and statistical notes available on 

environmental sustainability and disaster resilience  

Biodiversity  Forests    Climate change and disaster reduction 

Oceans and seas Sustainable agriculture  Desertification, land degradation and drought 

Sustainable consumption and production, including chemicals and waste 

 

http://www.unnayan.org/documents/Governance%20Capability/Growing%20Together%20Sustainably-2013.pdf
http://www.odi.org.uk/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/7820.pdf
http://www.cgdev.org/files/1426271_file_Kenny_Karver_MDGs_FINAL.pdf
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¶ % of harvested species, including fish, within safe biological limits
StC, HLP, GAC

 
Ecosystem management 

¶ Existence of legislation on corporate reporting that requires companies to report on their 
social and environmental impact, including human rights impact and tax paid

StC, SDSN 
 

¶ Adoption of legislation that requires individuals, businesses and governments to pay the 
social cost of pollution and use of environmental services

SDSN
 

¶ % of habitats, including forests, agriculture and aquaculture systems, protected or under 
environmentally sustainable management plans

StC, SDSN
 

¶ # of inspections made by government official to identify violation of environmental 
laws

SDSN
 

Build climate 
change- and 
disaster-resilient 
societies  

Governance for resilience 

¶ National disaster risk reduction and resilience plans adopted and budgets earmarked in 
national development plans

HLP, CIGI, StC
 

¶ Annual proportion of investment in disaster risk reduction in national budget reports
HLP

 
Vulnerability 

¶ % of communities with an early warning system
CIGI, HLP

 

¶ % of area complying with by-laws on lands classified as high risk
CIGI, HLP

 

¶ % of the population below a particular flood line
CIGI, HLP

 

¶ Total disease burden and premature mortality due to environmental factors and reported 
in poorest quintile populations

StC
 

¶ % of population that has access to climate resilient safe water sources and hygienic 
sanitation facilities

StC
 

¶ % of schools meeting regional building standards for hazard resistance
CIGI

 

¶ Crude mortality rate, disaster deaths per 1,000 inhabitants, # of persons missing and 
presumed dead

CIGI, StC, HLP
 

¶ Direct economic losses as percentage of GDP
StC

 

Secure 
sustainable 
energy and 
reduce pollution  

Renewable energy 

¶ Renewable energy share in energy and electricity
CIGI, SDSN, UNGC

 

¶ Non-carbon energy share in energy and electricity
CIGI, SDSN

 

¶ Investment in renewable energy
StC

 

¶ % change in fuel subsidies 
HLP

 

¶ % of national expenditure used to produce renewable resources
HLP

 

¶ Final consumption of different types of renewable energy
StC

 
Pollution and consumption  

¶ Tonnes of solid waste generated and solid waste recycled per capita
SDSN

 

¶ % change in energy consumption across sectors
HLP

 

¶ GDP energy intensity, measuring primary energy used to generate energy for 
consumption, broken down into residential, agriculture, industry, services and transport 
sectors, and also the electricity and gas supply sectors

StC
 

¶ Per capita CO2 emissions and emissions intensity of GDP (PPP)
CIGI, SDSN, UNGC

 

¶ CO2 emissions per capita, per $1 GDP and total
StC, SDSN

 

¶ % change in particulate
 
concentration in urban air

UNGC
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Table 5.10. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñenvironmental sustainability and disaster resilienceò from selected reports 

Environmental sustainability- and disaster resilience-relatedé   

Goal Target Indicator (italics denote possible indicator if none provided by source) 

Sustainable Development Solutions Network  

Achieve development 

within planetary 

boundaries 

Each country reaches at least the next income level as 

defined by the World Bank 

¶ World Bank income-level classification 

Countries report on their contribution to planetary boundaries 

and incorporate them, together with other environmental and 

social indicators, into expanded GDP measures and national 

accounts 

¶ Existence of country-level reporting on contributions to planetary boundaries 

¶ Existence of expanded GDP measures and national accounting that incorporate 

environmental and social accounting 

Rapid voluntary reduction of fertility through the realisation of 

sexual and reproductive health rights in countries with total 

fertility rates above [3] children per woman and a 

continuation of voluntary fertility reductions in countries 

where total fertility rates are above replacement level 

 

Improve agriculture 

systems and raise rural 

prosperity  

Halt forest and wetland conversion to agriculture, protect soil 

resources, and ensure that farming systems are resilient to 

climate change and disasters 

¶ Proportion of terrestrial and inland water and of coastal and marine areas, 

especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services, 

that are conserved through effectively and equitably managed, ecologically 

representative and well-connected systems of protected areas and other effective 

area-based conservation measures seascapes
CIGI

 

¶ Net loss in forest cover
CIGI

 

¶ % rise in ratio of protected areas
CGD, UO

 

Empower inclusive, 

productive and resilient 

cities 

Ensure safe air and water quality for all, and integrate 

reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, efficient land and 

resource use, and climate and disaster resilience into 

investments and standards 

¶ Per capita CO2 emissions and emissions intensity of GDP (PPP)
CIGI

 

¶ CO2 emissions per capita, per $1 GDP and total
StC

 

 

Curb human-induced 

climate change and 

ensure sustainable energy 

Decarbonise the energy system, ensure clean energy for all, 

and improve energy efficiency, with targets for 2020, 2030, 

and 2050 

¶ Renewable energy share in energy and electricity
CIGI

 

¶ Non-carbon energy share in energy and electricity
CIGI

 

Reduce non-energyȤrelated emissions of greenhouse gases 

through improved practices in agriculture, forestry, waste 

management, and industry 

¶ CO2 emissions by sector 

Adopt incentives, including pricing greenhouse gas 

emissions, to curb climate change and promote technology 

transfer to developing countries 

 

Ensure ecosystem 

services and biodiversity, 

and ensure good 

management of water and 

other natural resources 

Ensure resilient and productive ecosystems by adopting 

policies and legislation that address drivers of ecosystem 

degradation, and requiring individuals, businesses and 

governments to pay the social cost of pollution and use of 

environmental services 

¶ # of inspections made by government official to identify violation of environmental 

laws
UO

 

¶ Adoption of legislation that requires individuals, businesses and governments to 

pay the social cost of pollution and use of environmental services 

¶ Tonnes of solid waste generated and solid waste recycled per capita
UO

 

Participate in and support regional and global arrangements 

to inventory, monitor and protect biomes and environmental 

 

http://unsdsn.org/files/2013/10/An-Action-Agenda-for-Sustainable-Development.pdf
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Table 5.10. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñenvironmental sustainability and disaster resilienceò from selected reports 

Environmental sustainability- and disaster resilience-relatedé   

Goal Target Indicator (italics denote possible indicator if none provided by source) 

commons of regional and global significance and curb trans-

boundary environmental  harms, with robust systems in 

place no later than 2020 

All governments and businesses commit to the sustainable, 

integrated, and transparent management of water, 

agricultural land, forests, fisheries, mining, and hydrocarbon 

resources to support inclusive economic development and 

the achievement of all SDGs 

¶ % of habitats, including forests, agriculture and aquaculture systems, protected or 

under environmentally sustainable management plans
StC

 

 

High Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda 

Manage natural assets 

sustainably 

Publish and use economic, social and environmental 

accounts in all governments and major companies 

¶ Existence of legislation on corporate reporting that requires companies to report on 

their social and environmental impact, including human rights impact and tax 

paid
StC

 

Increase consideration of sustainability in x% of government 

procurements 

 

Safeguard ecosystems, species and genetic diversity ¶ Proportion of terrestrial and inland water and of coastal and marine areas, 

especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services, 

that are conserved through effectively and equitably managed, ecologically 

representative and well-connected systems of protected areas and other effective 

area-based conservation measures seascapes
CIGI

 

¶ % of native plant and animal species endangered versus secure
UO

 

¶ % rise in ratio of protected areas
 CIGI

 

¶ % of harvested species, including fish, within safe biological limits
StC

 

Reduce deforestation by x% and increase reforestation by 

y% 

¶ Net loss in forest cover 
CIGI

 

Improve soil quality, reduce soil erosion by x tonnes and 

combat desertification 

 

End poverty Build resilience and reduce deaths from natural disasters by 

x% 

¶ Annual proportion of investment in disaster risk reduction in national budget 

reports
ODI

 

¶ % of the population below a particular flood line (100, 10 year)
CIGI

 

¶ National disaster risk reduction plans adopted and referenced in national 

development plans
CIGI

 

¶ % of communities with an early warning system
CIGI

 

¶ % of area complying with by-laws on lands classified as high risk
CIGI

 

¶ Disaster deaths per 1,000 inhabitants, # of persons missing and presumed 

dead
CIGI

 

¶ National disaster risk reduction and resilience plans adopted and budgets 

earmarked in national development plans
ODI

 

Secure sustainable 

energy 

Phase out inefficient fossil fuel subsidies that encourage 

wasteful consumption 

¶ % change in fuel subsidies 

¶ % of national expenditure used to produce renewable resources 
UO

 

http://www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_P2015_Report.pdf
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Table 5.10. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñenvironmental sustainability and disaster resilienceò from selected reports 

Environmental sustainability- and disaster resilience-relatedé   

Goal Target Indicator (italics denote possible indicator if none provided by source) 

Double the global rate of improvement in energy efficiency in 

buildings, industry, agriculture and transport 

¶ % change in energy consumption across sectors 

UN Global Compact 

Good nutrition for all 

through sustainable food 

and agriculture systems 

Stop and turn back annual increases in greenhouse 

gas emissions and deforestation resulting from farming and 

livestock production by 2020 

¶ Net loss in forest cover
CIGI

 

¶ Per capita CO2 emissions and emissions intensity of GDP (PPP)
CIGI

 

Sustainable energy for all Double the share of renewable sources in the energy mix ¶ Renewable energy share in energy and electricity
CIGI

 

Reduce by at least 50 per cent the particulate concentration 

in urban air, not to exclude achievement of more stringent 

regional targets 

¶ % change in particulate concentration in urban air 

Modernise infrastructure 

and technology 

Deploy investment sufficient to meet requirements for 

“green” transport, energy and water systems in the 

developing world, and for upgrading or replacing old 

and “brown” infrastructure in the developed world 

 

Reduce carbon emissions from the construction and 

operation of buildings 

 

Save the Children 

By 2030 we will eradicate 

hunger, halve stunting, 

and ensure universal 

access to sustainable 

food, water and sanitation 

Ensure 100% of the population have access to basic 

sanitation within 1km of their homestead, and in schools and 

hospitals by 2030 

¶ % of population that has access to climate-resilient safe water sources and 

hygienic sanitation facilities 

By 2030 governance will 

be more open, 

accountable and inclusive 

Ensure all countries have transparent governance, with open 

budgeting, freedom of information and holistic corporate 

reporting 

¶ Existence of legislation on corporate reporting that requires companies to report on 

their social and environmental impact, including human rights impact and tax paid 

By 2030 we will build 

disaster-resilient societies  

¶ Nations to halve disaster mortality rates by 2030  

¶ Nations to halve disaster related economic loss by 

2030 

¶ All nations to develop a national disaster risk 

reduction and resilience plan by 2020 

¶ Crude mortality rate (disaster deaths by 1,000 inhabitants) 

¶ Direct economic losses as percentage of GDP 

¶ National disaster risk reduction and resilience plans adopted and referenced in 

national development plans 

By 2030 we will have a 

sustainable, healthy and 

resilient environment for 

all 

Human health impacts due to environmental pollution are 

significantly reduced 

¶ Total disease burden and premature mortality due to environmental factors and 

reported in poorest quintile populations 

Greenhouse gas emissions have peaked globally by 2030 

and the number of people exposed to climate-related events 

is significantly reduced 

¶ CO2 emissions per capita, per $1 GDP and total 

 

http://www.unglobalcompact.org/docs/news_events/9.1_news_archives/2013_06_18/UNGC_Post2015_Report.pdf
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/Ending_Poverty_in_Our_Generation_Africa.pdf
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Table 5.10. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñenvironmental sustainability and disaster resilienceò from selected reports 

Environmental sustainability- and disaster resilience-relatedé   

Goal Target Indicator (italics denote possible indicator if none provided by source) 

30% of terrestrial, inland water and marine ecosystems are 

restored and safeguarded, and biodiversity protected 

  

¶ % of habitats, including forests, agriculture and aquaculture systems, protected or 

under environmentally sustainable management plans 

¶ % of species at risk of extinction 

¶ % of harvested species, including fish, within safe biological limits 

Sustainable production and consumption (SCP) principles 

are embedded across all sectors within all countries 

¶ %  of countries with SCP national programmes or action plans in place 

¶ Trends in carbon and water intensity of agriculture, forestry and energy sectors 

By 2030 we will deliver 

sustainable energy for all 

Double the share of renewable energy sources in the global 

energy mix 

¶ Final consumption of different types of renewable energy 

¶ Policy measures supporting renewable energy 

¶ Investment in renewable energy 

Double the rate of improvements in energy efficiency  ¶ GDP energy intensity, measuring primary energy used to generate energy for 

consumption, broken down into residential, agriculture, industry, services and 

transport sectors, and also the electricity and gas supply sectors 

¶ Energy consumption of specific energy intensive products 

¶ Policy measures supporting energy efficiency 

Center for International Governance Innovation 

Sustainable management 

of the biosphere for 

people and planet to 

thrive together  

For targets relating to natural resources ¶ Net loss in forest cover 

¶ Per capita CO2 emissions and emissions intensity of GDP (PPP) 

For targets relating to biodiversity ¶ Proportion of terrestrial and inland water and of coastal and marine areas, 

especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services, 

that are conserved through effectively and equitably managed, ecologically 

representative and well-connected systems of protected areas and other effective 

area-based conservation measures seascapes 

¶ Proportion of degraded ecosystems restored, ecosystem resilience and the 

contribution of biodiversity to carbon stocks enhancement 

For targets relating to energy ¶ Share of households (or population) without electricity or commercial energy 

heavily dependent on non-commercial energy 

¶ Renewable energy share in energy and electricity 

¶ Non-carbon energy share in energy and electricity 

http://www.cigionline.org/sites/default/files/CIGI_Paper_17.pdf
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Table 5.10. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñenvironmental sustainability and disaster resilienceò from selected reports 

Environmental sustainability- and disaster resilience-relatedé   

Goal Target Indicator (italics denote possible indicator if none provided by source) 

Resilient communities for 

reduced disaster impact 

from natural and man-

made hazards 

For targets relating to resilience ¶ % of the population below a particular flood line (100, 10 year) 

¶ % of schools meeting regional building standards for hazard resistance 

¶ National disaster risk reduction plans adopted and referenced in national 

development plans 

¶ % of communities with an early warning system 

¶ % of area complying with by-laws on lands classified as high risk 

¶ Disaster deaths per 1,000 inhabitants, # of persons missing and presumed dead 

¶ Proportion of population below minimum level of dietary consumption does not 

increase in years following major hazard event 

¶ Economic and infrastructure losses incurred as a result of the disaster 

¶ Share of poorest quintile in national consumption does not decline in years of 

extreme weather and hazard 

Global Agenda Council on Benchmarking Progress 

Ensure environmental 

sustainability  

Integrate the principles of sustainable development into 

country policies and programmes; reverse loss of 

environmental resources 

¶ % of public expenditure for critical natural resources protection
UO

 

Reduce biodiversity loss, achieving by 2010 a significant 

reduction in the rate of loss 

¶ Proportion of terrestrial and inland water and of coastal and marine areas, 

especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services, 

that are conserved through effectively and equitably managed, ecologically 

representative and well-connected systems of protected areas and other effective 

area-based conservation measures seascapes
CIGI

 

¶ % of native plant and animal species endangered versus secure
UO

 

¶ Ratio of area protected to maintain biological diversity to surface area
UO

 

¶ % of harvested species, including fish, within safe biological limits
StC

 

 

 

http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2012/4/17%20millennium%20dev%20goals%20mcarthur/0417%20millennium%20dev%20goals%20mcarthur.pdf
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27. Governance and Human Rights 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Given the newness of governance and human rights in comparison to previous MDG goals, the 

consultation included an examination of measurability. The thematic consultation developed key criteria to 

assess potential goals, targets and indicators for governance. Table 5.11 lists the criteria above.
45

  

The briefing notes and respective statistical notes prepared for the OWG on governance and human 

rights stress the linkages between governance and human rights to development outcomes.
46

 They also 

recognise that it is possible to measure governance and human rights outcomes, and methodologies 

have been developed and are being used (see discussion on indicators above).  Nevertheless, more work 

is needed to collect data in these areas. From a policy perspective, the question remains on how to 

ensure targets and indicators reflect concepts like rule of law or governance. The statistical note on 

governance outlines the types of data collection methods currently being employed – administrative 

statistical systems, sample surveys and expert reviews – and their limitations (see UNTST [2013, 1–2] for 

a useful overview which can be used to inform the assessment of data quality on governance and human 

rights indicators).    

                                                           
45

 Drawn directly from the thematic consultation report on governance available at http://www.worldwewant2015.org/sitemap. 
46

 Drawing from the issues briefs and statistical notes on “Conflict Prevention, Post-conflict Peacebuilding and the Promotion of 
Durable Peace, Rule of Law and Governance” and “Human Rights, including the Right to Development.” Given that a discussion of 
human rights indicators is presented on page 29 above, it has not been repeated here. 

Box 5. Priorities from the global thematic consultation on governance 

The thematic consultation on governance and the post-2015 development framework did not lead to the 

creation of goals, targets and indicators for governance. However, the final thematic consultation report 

listed key elements or issues areas that were proposed during or in parallel to the consultation. General 

goals on governance included: 

1) Participation                  4) Transparency and access to information 

2) Accountability, including for corporates  5) Political and civil rights, (e.g., freedom of  

speech) 

3) Efficiency and capacity of institutions      

They also suggested governance goals relating to justice, peace, conflict, violence and human security, 

global governance, empowerment, and civil and political rights, and enabling environment for citizen and 

civil society participation. 

With respect to targets and indicators, suggestions included: transparent governance with open 

budgeting, freedom of information and comprehensive corporate reporting; participatory governance 

including respect for freedom of speech, press and political choice; and accountable governance 

demonstrated through commitments to rule of law, equitable and effective public services and reduced 

corruption. Some proposals also included sector-specific targets on fiscal transparency and citizen 

accountability, and measurements of judicial independence and accessibility. Prevalence of free and fair 

elections and voter empowerment were also considered. 

 

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/sitemap
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47

 The proposer is listed in superscript at the end of each indicator. Proposals by all organisations aside from CIGI and Save the 
Children (StC) are in italics. Italics signify that while the proposer identified the target or issue as being important, they did not 
suggest a specific indicator. For governance and human rights, authors pulled indicators from Unnayan Onneshan (UO), the UN 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights (UNSR) and UNDP Mongolia MDG 9 (UNDPM). “Minimum” denotes that 
the indicator or group of indicators represents a universal minimum target. 

Table 5.11. Criteria for governance goals, targets and indicators  
Criteria applicable toé 

Goals, targets and 
statistical indicators 

Goals and targets Statistical indicators 

1. Global applicability 1. Constitute a “balanced” agenda and 
powerful normative vision 

1. Relevance 

2. Equality focus 2. “Boosting” effect 2. Data availability 

3. Communicability 3. Democratic legitimacy 3. Robustness, reliability, validity 

4. Consistency with 
international law 

4. Limited in number 4. Externally verifiable and 
amenable to audit 

5. Cognitive or moral 
salience 

5. Focus mainly on ends, rather than 
means, of development 

5. Measure effort as well as 
outcomes 

6. Action-oriented 6. Aspirational (for goals only; targets 
should be ambitious but achievable) 

6. Risk of perverse incentives  

Table 5.12. Targets and indicators for ñgovernance and human rightsò 

Targets  Indicators
47

 

Respect human 

rights 

Political freedoms
Minimum 

¶ Proportion of groups with various social status participating in parliament at national and local 

level
SDSN, GAC, CIGI, *not universal

  

¶ Perception surveys regarding freedom of expression
HLP, CIGI

 

¶ Increase in CIRI indicator of freedoms of speech and press
HLP, StC

 

¶ Increase in CIRI indicator of freedom of political choice
HPL,

 
StC

 

¶ Increase in Rule of Law index score on participation (including marginalised and vulnerable 

groups) in governance
HLP, StC

 

Equality and non-discrimination
Minimum 

# of individuals who lack a basic legal identify document
HLP

 

¶ % of newborns registered at birth
HLP

 

¶ # of laws and statutory regulations, pertaining to property rights and land titles, that apply 

unequally to women and men
CIGI, SDSN, UNGC

 

Respect rule of law 

and improve 

access to justice 

Accessibility
 Minimum 

¶ Average time between filing a case and receiving a verdict
SDSN, HLP

 

¶ # of attorneys that provide services to citizens who are not able to pay for such services
SDSN, 

HLP
 

¶ % of implementation/enforcement of judicial decisions
SDSN, HLP

 

¶ Proportion of minority groups receiving legal services from the government
SDSN, HLP, UNGC

 

Effectiveness 

¶ % of government expenditure towards improving the capacity of security forces, policy and 

judiciary
SDSN, HLP, UNGC

 

Rule of law
Minimum 

¶ # of complaints against judicial misconduct
SDSN, HLP

 

¶ # of persons and bodies appointed to solve complaints related to procedural justice
SDSN, HLP

 

¶ Increase in overall Rule of Law index score
StC

 

¶ Perception survey regarding equality before the law, freedom from wrongful arrest and 

executive restraint
CIGI

 

http://www.unnayan.org/documents/Governance%20Capability/Growing%20Together%20Sustainably-2013.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/EPoverty/Post205SubmissionSR23April2013.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/EPoverty/Post205SubmissionSR23April2013.pdf
http://www.undp.mn/publications/goal9.pdf
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Establish open 

accountable, and 

effective 

institutions 

Open and transparent government
Universal  

¶ # of state organisations that regularly place reports on their budgets and expenditure on their 

websites
HLP

 

¶ # of civil society organisations that have official participated and expressed their views in the 

process of developing and approving the state budget
HLP

 

¶ Existence of Freedom of Information (FOI) Act
HLP, StC

 

¶ Increase in Open Budget Index score (transparency and participation in public budgeting)
StC, 

GAC
 

Accountability 

¶ Perception of corruption in political, judicial and law enforcement institutions
HLP, StC

 

¶ Existence of legislation on corporate reporting that requires companies to report on their 

social and environmental impact, including human rights impact and tax paid
StC

 

¶ Survey data regarding bribes or gifts for service from government official
CIGI 

 

Effectiveness  

¶ Improvement in equity and effectiveness of public services (with access to services 

disaggregated by social status)
StC
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Table 5.13. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñgovernance and human rightsò from selected reports 

Governance- and human rights-relatedé.   

Goal Target Indicator (italics denote possible indicator if none provided by 

source) 

Sustainable Development Solutions Network  

Achieve gender equality, social inclusion 

and human rights for all 

Monitor and end discrimination and inequalities in […] the 

rule of law, access to justice, and participation in political 

and economic life on the basis of [social status] 

¶ # of attorneys that provide services to the poor
UNDPM

 

¶ Average time between filing a case and receiving a verdict
UO

 

¶ # of complaints against judicial misconduct
UO

 

¶ # of persons and bodies appointed to solve complaints related to 

procedural justice
UO

 

¶ % of implementation/enforcement of judicial decisions
UNDPM

 

¶ Proportion of groups with various social status participating in 

parliament at national and local levels  

Transform governance for sustainable 

development 

Governments (national and local) and business commit to 

the SDGs, transparent monitoring, and annual reports – 

including independent evaluation of integrated reporting for 

all major companies starting no later than 2020 

¶ # of reports produced by governments and business on progress 

relating to SDGs 

High Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda 

Ensure good governance and effective 

institutions 

Provide free and universal legal identity, such as birth 

registrations 

¶ # of individuals who lack a basic legal identify document
UNSR

 

¶ % of newborns registered at birth
UNSR

 

Ensure that people enjoy freedom of speech, association, 

peaceful protest and access to independent media and 

information  

¶ Freedom of expression (ñIn this country, how free are you to say 

what you want?ò)
CIGI

 

¶ # of state organisations that regularly place reports on their budgets 

and expenditure on their websites
UNDPM

 

Increase public participation in political processes and civic 

engagement at all levels  

¶ # of civil society organisations that have official participated and 

expressed their views in the process of developing and approving 

the state budget
UNDPM

 

Guarantee the public’s right to information and access to 

government data 

¶ Existence of Freedom of Information (FOI) Act
StC

 

 

Reduce bribery and corruption and ensure officials can be 

held accountable  

¶ Perception of corruption in political organisations, judicial and law 

enforcement institutions
UNDPM

 

¶ Public perception of corruption in public administration
UNDPM

 

Ensure stable and peaceful societies Ensure justice institutions are accessible, independent, 

well-resourced and respect due-process rights  

¶ Average time between filing a case and receiving a verdict
UO

 

¶ # of complaints against judicial misconduct
UO

 

¶ # of persons and bodies appointed to solve complaints related to 

procedural justice
UO

 

¶ # of attorneys that provide services to citizens who are not able to 

pay for such services
UNDPM

 

¶ % of implementation/enforcement of judicial decisions
UNDPM

 

Enhance the capacity, professionalism and accountability 

of the security forces, police and judiciary  

¶ % of government expenditure towards improving the capacity of 

security forces, policy and judiciary 

http://unsdsn.org/files/2013/10/An-Action-Agenda-for-Sustainable-Development.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_P2015_Report.pdf
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Table 5.13. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñgovernance and human rightsò from selected reports 

Governance- and human rights-relatedé.   

Goal Target Indicator (italics denote possible indicator if none provided by 

source) 

UN Global Compact 

Achieve women and girls’ empowerment Increase the proportion of leadership positions held by 

women in public and private sectors to 40% or better 

¶ Proportion of seats held by women in national parliament, at regional 

or local level
CIGI

 

¶ Proportion of women-owned or -managed businesses  

Full and equal access of women to ownership, property 

rights and land titles 

¶ # of laws and statutory regulations, pertaining to property rights and 

land titles, that apply unequally to women and men
CIGI

 

Good governance and realisation of 

Human rights 

Raise awareness and implementation of all UN human 

rights conventions and instruments among all people and 

at all levels of governance 

¶ Expert assessment about compliance of country legislation with 

international treaties and conventions on human rights (%) 

Achieve competitive and transparent procurement 

processes through public advertising of all government 

procurement cases 

 

Build peaceful and stable societies Improve access for [different social groups] to justice, 

services and economic opportunity 

¶ Proportion of minority groups receiving legal services from the 

government
UO

 

¶ Proportion of women and child victims who have received 

government services to total woman and child victims, divided by 

income and region
UO

  

Improve mediation, dispute resolution and dialogue 

mechanisms to prevent and resolve conflict and to build 

peace 

¶ % of government expenditure towards improving the capacity of 

judiciary and conflict mediation mechanisms 

Save the Children 

By 2030 Governance will be more open, 

accountable and inclusive 

Ensure all country have transparent governance, with 

open budgeting, freedom of information and 

comprehensive corporate reporting 

¶ Increase in Open Budget Index score (transparency and 

participation in public budgeting) 

¶ Existence of Freedom of Information (FOI) Act 

¶ Existence of legislation on corporate reporting that requires 

companies to report on their social and environmental impact, 

including human rights impact and tax paid 

Ensure all countries have participatory governance, with 

greater freedom of speech, press and political choice 

¶ Increase in CIRI indicator of freedoms of speech and press 

¶ Increase in CIRI indicator of freedom of political choice 

¶ Increase in Rule of Law index score on participation (including 

marginalised and vulnerable groups) in governance 

Ensure all countries have accountable governance, with 

commitment to the rule of law, more equitable and 

effective public services, and reduced corruption 

¶ Increase in overall Rule of Law index score 

¶ Improvement in equity and effectiveness of public services (with 

access to services disaggregated by social status) 

¶ Reduction in perception of corruption  

http://www.unglobalcompact.org/docs/news_events/9.1_news_archives/2013_06_18/UNGC_Post2015_Report.pdf
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/Ending_Poverty_in_Our_Generation_Africa.pdf
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Table 5.13. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñgovernance and human rightsò from selected reports 

Governance- and human rights-relatedé.   

Goal Target Indicator (italics denote possible indicator if none provided by 

source) 

Center for International Governance Innovation 

Good governance and rule of law for 

citizen participation and personal and 

community security 

For targets relating to rule of law ¶ Freedom from wrongful arrest (“How likely do you think it is that 

people can be punished by government officials if they make 

complaints about poor quality services or misuse of funds?”) 

¶ Equality before the law (“In your opinion, how often, in this country 

are people treated unequally under the law?”) 

¶ Executive restraint (“In your opinion, how often, in this country does 

the President ignore the laws of this country?”) 

For targets relating to human rights ¶ Freedom of expression (“In this country, how free are you to say 

what you want?”); and 

¶ Personal safety (“During election campaigns in this country, how 

much do you personally fear becoming a victim of political 

intimidation or violence?”) 

For targets relating to anti-corruption ¶ “In the past year, how often (if ever) have you had to pay a bribe, 

give a gift, or do a favour to government officials in order to get a 

document?” 

For targets relating to electoral accountability ¶ Accessibility of parliament (“How well do elections ensure that 

elected representatives reflect the view of the voters?”) 

For targets relating to security ¶ # of physical assaults 

¶ # of robberies 

¶ # of arrests resulting in convictions of the above activities 

¶ # of people who feel safe to walk the streets at night 

Gender equality for enabling women and 

men to participate and benefit equally in 

society 

For targets relating to gender equality ¶ Proportion of seats held by women in national parliament, at 

regional or local level 

¶ # of laws and statutory regulations that apply unequally to women 

and men 

Global Agenda Council on Benchmarking Progress 

Goal of gender equality Targets for female political participation ¶ Proportion of seats held by women in national parliament, at regional 

or local level
CIGI

 

Goal of global partnership and good 

governance 

Ambitious target for data quality and availability  

Ambitious target for transparency in public sector budgets ¶ Increase in Open Budget Index score (transparency and 

participation in public budgeting)
StC

 

http://www.cigionline.org/sites/default/files/CIGI_Paper_17.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2012/4/17%20millennium%20dev%20goals%20mcarthur/0417%20millennium%20dev%20goals%20mcarthur.pdf
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28. Global Partnership for Development 

 

No thematic consultation was held on the issue of global partnership.
48

 However, the UN Technical 

Support Team produced a number of issues briefs and accompanying statistical notes that are relevant to 

this goal area. The notes outline a number of key issues related to the enabling environment for 

development, including global economic governance, trade, aid, capital flows, and remittances, for 

example. With respect to key statistical issues, the statistical note on global partnership outlines key 

sources for the collection of statistical information on remittances and research and development. The 

statistical note on macroeconomic policy issues describes in detail how the System of National Accounts 

can be used to measure economic processes. Though international agreed standards exist for the 

compilation of national macroeconomic statistics, their application, coverage and the quality of data 

collected varies across countries. Disaggregated data are not always available.  

 

Table 5.14. Targets and indicators for ñglobal partnership for developmentò 

Targets  Indicators
49

 

Increase official 

flows to developing 

countries 

¶ % change in amount of official flows (ODA, official aid and OOF) to LDCs
SDSN

 

¶ % of GNI to ODA
StC, HLP, SDSN

 

¶ Bilateral and multilateral development actors’ progress on the principles established 

through the Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation (agreed at the 

Busan HLF4) (using their monitoring indicators)
StC

 

¶ Increased transparency of financial flows through South – South cooperation
StC

 

Develop further an 

open, rule-based, 

non-discriminatory 

international trading 

and financial 

system
 

¶ Import and export restrictions, by country groups
SDSN, HLP, UNGC, GAC

 

¶ Proportion of total developed country imports (by value and excluding arms) from 

developing countries and LDCs admitted free of duty
SDSN, HLP, UNGC, CIGI, GAC

 

¶ Average tariffs imposed by developed countries on agricultural products and textiles and 

clothing from developing countries
SDSN, HLP, UNGC, CIGI, GAC

 

¶ Agricultural support estimate for OECD countries as a percentage of their gross 

domestic product
SDSN, HLP, UNGC, CIGI, GAC

 

¶ Duty-free, quota-free language from original MDGs
SDSN, HLP, UNGC, GAC

 

Meet the special 

needs of 

developing 

countries 

¶ % change in amount of official flows (ODA, official aid and OOF) to LDCs
SDSN, GAC

 

¶ Aid per capita received in LDCs
SDSN, GAC

 

¶ % “vital drugs” available generic/at cost
HLP, GAC

 

¶ Debt-to-GDP ratio in developing countries
GAC

 

                                                           
48

 It should be noted that the UN launched its second phase of consultation in April 2014 in the form of dialogues on implementation, 
which cover issues related to the theme of global partnership.  
49

 The proposer is listed in superscript at the end of each indicator. Proposals by all organisations aside from CIGI and Save the 
Children (StC) are in italics. Italics signify that while the proposer identified the target or issue as being important, they did not 
suggest a specific indicator. Where indicators were unavailable, authors pulled indicators from Unnayan Onneshan (UO) and Center 
for Global Development (CGD). “Minimum” denotes that the indicator represents a universal minimum target. 

http://www.unnayan.org/documents/Governance%20Capability/Growing%20Together%20Sustainably-2013.pdf
http://www.cgdev.org/files/1426271_file_Kenny_Karver_MDGs_FINAL.pdf
http://www.cgdev.org/files/1426271_file_Kenny_Karver_MDGs_FINAL.pdf
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Table 5.15. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñglobal partnership for developmentò from selected reports 

Global partnership for development-relatedé.   

Goal Target Indicator (italics denote possible indicator if none provided by source) 

Sustainable Development Solutions Network  

End extreme poverty including hunger Provide enhanced support for highly vulnerable states and LDCs 

to address the structural challenges facing those countries, 

including violence and conflict 

¶ % change in amount of official flows (ODA, official aid and 

OOF) to LDCs 

¶ Aid per capita received in LDCs
CGD

 

Ensure ecosystem services and 

biodiversity, and ensure good 

management of water and other natural 

resources 

Participate in and support regional and global arrangements to 

inventory, monitor and protect biomes and environmental 

commons of regional and global significance and curb trans-

boundary environmental harms, with robust systems in place no 

later than 2020 

 

Transform governance for sustainable 

development  

Adequate domestic and international public finance for ending 

extreme poverty, providing global public goods, capacity building 

and transferring technologies, including 0.7% of GNI in ODA for all 

high-income countries, and an additional $100 billion per year in 

official climate financing by 2020 

¶ % of GNI to ODA
StC, CGD

 

Rules for international trade, finance, taxation, business 

accounting and intellectual property are reformed to be consistent 

with and support achieving the SDGs 

¶ Import and export restrictions, by country groups
UO

 

¶ Proportion of total developed country imports (by value and 

excluding arms) from developing countries and LDCs admitted 

free of duty
CIGI

 

¶ Average tariffs imposed by developed countries on agricultural 

products and textiles and clothing from developing 

countries
CIGI

 

¶ Agricultural support estimate for OECD countries as a % of 

their GDP
CIGI

 

¶ Duty-free, quota-free language from original MDGs
CGD

 

High Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda 

Create a global enabling environment 

and catalyse long-term finance  

Support an open, fair and development-friendly trading system, 

substantially reducing trade-distorting measures, including 

agricultural subsidies, while improving market access of 

developing country products 

¶ Import and export restrictions, by country groups
UO

 

¶ Proportion of total developed country imports (by value and 

excluding arms) from developing countries and LDCs admitted 

free of duty
CIGI

 

¶ Average tariffs imposed by developed countries on agricultural 

products and textiles and clothing from developing 

countries
CIGI

 

¶ Agricultural support estimate for OECD countries as a % of 

their GDP
CIGI

 

¶ Duty-free, quota-free language from original MDGs
CGD

 

 

http://unsdsn.org/files/2013/10/An-Action-Agenda-for-Sustainable-Development.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_P2015_Report.pdf


 

83 

Table 5.15. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñglobal partnership for developmentò from selected reports 

Global partnership for development-relatedé.   

Goal Target Indicator (italics denote possible indicator if none provided by source) 

Implement reforms to ensure stability of the global financial system 

and encourage stable long-term private foreign investment 

 

Hold the increase in global average temperature below 2ϊC above 

preindustrial levels, in line with international agreements 

 

Developed countries that have not done so to make concrete 

efforts towards the target of 0.7% of gross national product (GNP) 

as official development assistance to developing countries and 

0.15 to 0.20% of GNP of developed countries to least developed 

countries; other countries should move toward voluntary targets for 

complementary financial assistance 

¶ % of GNI to ODA
StC, CGD

 

 Reduce illicit flows and tax evasion and increase stolen-asset 

recovery by $x 

 

 Promote collaboration on and access to science, technology, 

innovation, and development data 

¶ % ñvital drugsò available generic/at cost
CGD

 

UN Global Compact 

Good governance and the realisation of 

human rights 

Develop further an open, rule-based, non-discriminatory 

international trading and financial system 

¶ Import and export restrictions, by country groups
UO

 

¶ Proportion of total developed country imports (by value and 

excluding arms) from developing countries and LDCs admitted 

free of duty
CIGI

 

¶ Average tariffs imposed by developed countries on agricultural 

products and textiles and clothing from developing countries
CIGI

 

¶ Agricultural support estimate for OECD countries as a % of their 

GDP
CIGI

 

¶ Duty-free, quota-free language from original MDGs
CGD

 

Save the Children 

By 2030 we will have robust global 

partnerships for more an effective use of 

financial resources 

¶ Increased and more effective use of resources for 

development 

¶ International transparency to support domestic resource 

mobilisation 

¶ Establish and enforce intellectual property rights that 

work for development 

¶ OECD DAC donors will uphold their commitment to allocate 

0.7% of GNI to ODA 

¶ Bilateral and multilateral development actors progress on the 

principles established through the Global Partnership for 

Effective Development Co-operation (agreed at the Busan 

HLF4) (using their monitoring indicators) 

¶ Increased transparency of financial flows through South – 

South cooperation 

¶ Progress on countries committing to and delivering automatic 

exchange of beneficial ownership information 

¶ Tax-to-GDP ratio and the direct-indirect tax ratio 

 

 

http://www.unglobalcompact.org/docs/news_events/9.1_news_archives/2013_06_18/UNGC_Post2015_Report.pdf
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/Ending_Poverty_in_Our_Generation_Africa.pdf
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Table 5.15. Full list of goals, targets and indicators for ñglobal partnership for developmentò from selected reports 

Global partnership for development-relatedé.   

Goal Target Indicator (italics denote possible indicator if none provided by source) 

Center for International Governance Innovation 

Equitable rules for the governance of 

global institutions and co-operative 

partnerships 

For targets relating to market access ¶ Proportion of total developed country imports (by value and 

excluding arms) from developing countries and LDCs admitted 

free of duty 

¶ Average tariffs imposed by developed countries on agricultural 

products and textiles and clothing from developing countries 

¶ Agricultural support estimate for OECD countries as a % of 

their GDP 

Global Agenda Council on Benchmarking Progress 

Global partnerships for development Develop further an open, rule-based, predictable, non-
discriminatory trading and financial system 

¶ Import and export restrictions, by country groups
UO

 

¶ Proportion of total developed country imports (by value and 

excluding arms) from developing countries and LDCs admitted 

free of duty
CIGI

 

¶ Average tariffs imposed by developed countries on agricultural 

products and textiles and clothing from developing 

countries
CIGI

 

¶ Agricultural support estimate for OECD countries as a % of 

their GDP
CIGI

 

¶ Duty-free, quota-free language from original MDGs
CGD

 

Address the special needs of the LDCs ¶ % change in amount of official flows (ODA, official aid and 

OOF) to LDCs 

¶ Aid per capita received in LDCs
CGD

 

Address the special needs of landlocked developing countries and 

small island developing states 

 

Deal comprehensively with the debt problems of developing 

countries 

¶ Debt-to-GDP ratio in developing countries
CGD

 

In cooperation with pharmaceutical companies, provide access to 
affordable essential drugs in developing countries  

¶ % “vital drugs” available generic/at cost
CGD

 

In cooperation with the private sector, make available the benefits 
of new technologies, especially ICT 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cigionline.org/sites/default/files/CIGI_Paper_17.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2012/4/17%20millennium%20dev%20goals%20mcarthur/0417%20millennium%20dev%20goals%20mcarthur.pdf
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29. Additional Resources for Target and Indicator Selection 

Table 5.16. Additional resources 

Source Resource Description Link 
Tools tracking proposals, goals, targets and indicators 

The North-South 
Institute 

Tracking Post-2015 Tracks and organises proposals (updated to September 2013) 
thematically for goals, targets and indicators; very useful for 
identifying indicators across particular themes 

http://cidpnsi.ca/blog/portfolio/tra
cking-post-2015 

Overseas 
Development Institute 

Future Goals Tracker Tracking tool of all proposals for post-2015; provides link to 
resources and brief overviews of sectors covered, targets and 
indicators 

http://tracker.post2015.org 

OHCHR Report on Indicators for Promoting and Monitoring the 
Implementation of Human Rights 

Contains a list of potential structural, process and outcome 
indicators for areas covered by international human rights law 
(see pages 21–33 in particular) 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/is
sues/indicators/docs/HRI.MC.20
08.3_en.pdf  

Regional/Global 

Task Force on 
Measuring 
Sustainable 
Development 

Framework and Suggested Indicators to Measure 
Sustainable Development 

Provides list of indicators for three broad areas: well-being (here 
and now and in future); thematic indicators; and indicators to 
facilitate communication with policy-makers, the general public 
and for international comparison (based on data sets already 
available today)  

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/
DAM/stats/documents/ece/ces/2
013/SD_framework_and_indicat
ors_final.pdf  

Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific 

Asia-Pacific Aspirations: Perspectives for a Post-2015 
Development Agenda 

Provides overview of current progress on MDGs as well as 
unfinished and emerging issues and suggests goal areas for 
post-2015 

http://www.adb.org/sites/default/f
iles/pub/2013/asia-pacific-
regional-mdgs-report.pdf 

UN Economic 
Commission for Africa 

Africa sub-regional reports on SDGs (West, Southern, 
Eastern) 

Provides overviews of priority sustainable development issues in 
the sub-region, including identification of potential SDGs, and 
examines progress on MDGs and issues related to data 
availability 

http://www.uneca.org/arcm-
sdg2013/pages/draft-sub-
regional-reports 

UN (World We Want) Post-2015 national consultations  Information on UN national consultations for Peru and Tanzania 
 

http://www.worldwewant2015.or
g/Peru2015  
http://www.worldwewant2015.or
g/Tanzania2015  

EuroStat Statistical database and publications, e.g., Smarter, 
Greener, More Inclusive? Indicators to Support the 
Europe 2020 Strategy  

Offers extensive indicators across key areas such as economy, 
finance, environment, social conditions, etc., which can serve as 
a source for identifying indicators for country studies 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/
portal/page/portal/statistics/them
es  

Thematic  

UN (World We Want) Thematic consultations (governance, growth and 
employment, environmental sustainability, etc.)  

Provides overview of results from thematic consultations to date; 
no targets or indicators identified but suggests priority areas and 
offers some considerations for selecting targets and indicators 
 
 

http://www.worldwewant2015.or
g/sitemap#thematic . 

UN statistical notes 
that accompany UN 
System Technical 
Support Team issues 
briefs to the OWG  

Available for: macroeconomic policy; sustained and 
inclusive growth; global partnership (means of 
implementation); human rights; poverty; governance 
(with peace and conflict); environment (biodiversity, 
forests, etc.); equality 

Valuable sources for key measurement challenges for each 
thematic area (under UN System inputs tab) 

http://sustainabledevelopment.u
n.org/index.php?menu=1549  

http://cidpnsi.ca/blog/portfolio/tracking-post-2015
http://cidpnsi.ca/blog/portfolio/tracking-post-2015
http://tracker.post2015.org/
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/indicators/docs/HRI.MC.2008.3_en.pdf
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/indicators/docs/HRI.MC.2008.3_en.pdf
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/indicators/docs/HRI.MC.2008.3_en.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/stats/documents/ece/ces/2013/SD_framework_and_indicators_final.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/stats/documents/ece/ces/2013/SD_framework_and_indicators_final.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/stats/documents/ece/ces/2013/SD_framework_and_indicators_final.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/stats/documents/ece/ces/2013/SD_framework_and_indicators_final.pdf
http://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/pub/2013/asia-pacific-regional-mdgs-report.pdf
http://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/pub/2013/asia-pacific-regional-mdgs-report.pdf
http://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/pub/2013/asia-pacific-regional-mdgs-report.pdf
http://www.uneca.org/arcm-sdg2013/pages/draft-sub-regional-reports
http://www.uneca.org/arcm-sdg2013/pages/draft-sub-regional-reports
http://www.uneca.org/arcm-sdg2013/pages/draft-sub-regional-reports
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/Peru2015
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/Peru2015
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/Tanzania2015
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/Tanzania2015
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-02-13-238/EN/KS-02-13-238-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-02-13-238/EN/KS-02-13-238-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-02-13-238/EN/KS-02-13-238-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/statistics/themes
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/statistics/themes
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/statistics/themes
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/sitemap#thematic
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/sitemap#thematic
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1549
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1549
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